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COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  DUDLEY. 


Population  1891  Census 
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1901  Census 

48,525 
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1911  Census 

51,079 
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1912  Estimated  at  end 

of  June,  1912 

51,466 
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1913,  estimated 

51,966 
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1914,  estimated 

52,580 
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1915,  estimated 
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1916,  estimated 
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1917,  estimated 
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1918,  estimated 
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1919,  estimated 

54,000 

y y 

1920,  estimated 

56,169 
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Geological  Formation  ...  Limestone,  Carboniferous  & Heavy  Clays 
.A-rea  of  the  Borough  ...  ...  ...  ...  3,602  acres 


Number  of  Inhabited  Houses,  Census,  1911  ...  ..  10,957 

Birth  Rate,  1920  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30.78 

Nett  Death  Rate,  1920'  ...  ...  ...  14.77 

Death  Rate  from  7 principal  Zymotic  Diseases  ...  .37 

.Influenza  Death  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .76 

Death  Rate  under  1 year  of  age  per  1,000  Births  ...  106.4 

Total  Deaths  under  5 years  of  age  ...  ...  ...  261 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDiCAL  OFFICER  OF  HEAFTFl 

FOR  THE 

COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  DUDLEY. 


To  the  C hairmcui  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee 
of  the  County  Borough  of  Dudley. 

Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  herewith  my  Annual  Report  upon  the  Health 
and  Vital  Statistics  of  the  Borough  for  the  year  ending 
December  31st,  1920'. 

Recent  instructions  have  been  issued  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health,  Memo  as  to  the  contents  and  arrangement  of  Annual 

Int. 

Reports  of  Medical  Officers  of  Health  for  1920',  and  I have 
endeavoured  in  the  succeeding  pages  tO'  follow  out  the  Instructions, 
condensing  the  Tvritten  matter  as  far  as  possible. 

As  your  second  whole-time  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  I 
commenced  duty  in  April  last,  and  for  the  period  of  nine  months 
of  1920  during  which  I have  been  responsible  for  the  administra- 
tion of  the  Department,  a considerable  portion  of  my  time  has 
been  taken  up  in  organising  the  work.  My  predecessor.  Dr. 
Hutt,  carried  out  some  splendid  w^ork  in  this  direction  ; but  owing 
to  his  comparatively  short  stay  and  the  mass  of  new  work 
requiring  to  be  done,  I found  considerable  scope  for  further 
development. 

The  appointment  of  an  Assistant  School  Medical  Officer  and 
Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  been  a great  help  in 
relieving  your  Medical  Officer  of  certain  routine  work.  Dr. 
Hector  Smith  was  the  first  to  be  appointed  as  Assistant  Medical 
Officer,  and  took  up  duty  the  same  time  as  myself.  Dr.  Smith 
performed  admirable  work  during  his  stay  in  the  Borough,  and 
resigned  his  appointment  for  private  reasons.  He  w^as  succeeded 
by  Dr,  Blanche  Henderson,  who  commenced  duty  in  the  beginning 
of  November, 
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Natural  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  District. 

POPULATION. 

At  the  1911  Census  the  population  of  the  Boroug'h  was  51,079. 
The  population  estimated  bv  the  Registrar  General  for  19'20  is 
56,169.  It  remains  tO'  be  seen,  in  view  of  the  events  of  the  last 
few  years,  how  this  latter  figure  will  compare  with  the  new 
Census  Returns. 

Dudley  is  one  of  the  highest  situated  Towns  in  England,  the 
highest  portion  (Cawney  Hill)  being  820  feet  above  sea  level,  and 
the  lowest  (Woodside)  being  570  feet  above  sea  level.  It  is  built 
on  the  crest  and  sides  of  a ridge  running  approximately  east  to 
west  through  the  Town ; the  main  portion  of  the  Borough  occupy- 
ing the  crest  and  the  more  gradually  sloping  southern  side  of  the 
ridge.  At  Netherton,  which  is  in  the  southern  part  of  the 
Borough,  the  ground  again  rises,  certain  portions  approaching 
Dudley’s  altitude.  Except  for  certain  portions  adjacent  to  the 
main  roads,  the  whole  of  the  Borough  is  of  an  irregularly 
undulating  character.  The  latter  no  doubt  accounts  to  a great 
extent  for  the  houses  being  scattered  over  a wider  area  than  occurs 
in  most  industrial  districts,  and  from  the  Public  Health  point  of 
view  has  been  a good  thing,  making  as  it  does  for  plenty  of  open 
space  adjacent  to  the  houses. 

The  chief  occupations  of  the  inhabitants  are  in  mining, 
manufacturing  or  labouring  work.  During  the  War  the  majority 
of  the  works  in  the  Borough  devoted  their  energies  to  the  m.anufac- 
ture  of  munitions,  and  principal  amongst  these  may  be  mentioned 
the  making  of  shells.  On  the  conclusion  of  the  War  the  character 
of  the  work  carried  out  changed  to  an  extent,  the  cessation  of  shell- 
making, for  example,  and  the  adoption  ot  peace-time  engineering 
work  such  as  the  manufacture  of  motor  cars,  constituting  a change 
from  an  occupation  classed  as  injurious  to  health,  to  a healthy 
trade. 
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The  other  industries  carried  out  in  the  Borough,  such  as  the 
manufacture  of  fenders  and  hre-irons,  bedsteads,  anchor,  chain 
and  nail  making,  boiler  works,  iron  and  brass  founding,  and  the 
making  of  clothing,  can  none  of  them  be  considered  injurious  to- 
health. 

BIRTHS. 

The  corrected  number  of  registered  births  for  the  year  is 
1,729,  giving  a birth-rate  of  bO.  78  per  thousand  on  an  estimated 
population  of  56,169. 

On  consulting  the  Table  of  Birth  Rates  it  will  be  seen  that 
the  figure  for  1920  represents  a large  increase  over  1919  and  is, 
in  fact,  the  highest  recorded  Birth  Rate  since  190'7. 

The  experience  of  Dudley  in  this  direction  is  similar  to  that 
of  the  country  as  a whole,  and,  judging  from  what  has  invariably 
occurred  after  previous  Wars,  only  bears  out  expectations. 

The  Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  last  year  was  25.4 
per  thousand,  whilst  the  Rate  for  96  great  Towns,  including 
Dudley,  was  26.2  per  thousand.  Dudley  therefore  occupies  a 
high  place  on  the  list  as  regards  infant  population. 

The  total  number  of  Births  notified  to  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  under  the  Notification  of  Births  Act  was  1,422,  an 
improvement  on  the  proportion  notified  in  1919.  Five  hundred 
and  seventy-four  Births  were  notified  by  Medical  Practitioners, 
831  by  Midwives,  9 by  Parents,  6 by  Health  Visitors,  and  2 by 
Monthly  Nurse,  leaving  278  notified  by  the  Registrar.  This 
means  that  a total  of  278  Births,  or  approximately  17  per  cent., 
were  not  notified  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  as  required  by 
the  Notification  of  Births  Act.  The  attention  of  the  Committee 
has  been  drawn  in  previous  reports  to  the  large  number  of  un- 
notified births,  and  although,  as  just  mentioned,  there  is  some 
improxement  this  year,  the  large  number  of  278  indicates  a 
considerable  lee-way  to  be  made  up  in  the  direction  indicated. 

Of  the  total  number  of  Births  registered  for  Dudley,  868  were 
males  and  861  females,  the  excess  of  males  over  females  being 
less  than  usual. 
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ILLEGITIMATE  BIRTHS.— The  illegitimate  Births  totalled 
56  during  1920,  and  are  included  in  the  figure  1,729  noted  above. 
Illegitimate  Births  represent  8.2  per  cent,  of  the  total. 

Fhe  Birth  Rates  for  Dudley  in  recent  years  have  been  : — 


Year 

Total  Births 

Birth  Rate  per  i,ooo 

1893 

1,698 

37.10 

1894 

1,685 

36.03 

1895 

1,739 

38 

1896 

1,739 

38 

1897 

1,735 

36.01 

1898 

1,739 

35.72 

1899 

1,800 

36.35 

1900 

1,695 

32.85 

1901 

1,741 

35.73 

1902 

1,752 

35.73 

1903 

1,691 

33.93 

1904 

1,779 

35.18 

1905 

1,593 

30.99 

1906 

1,552 

29.73 

1907 

1,637 

31.34 

1908 

1,610  ' 

30.26 

1909 

1,554 

28.61 

1910 

1,476 

27.17 

1911 

1,414 

27.50 

1912 

1,432 

27.84 

1913 

1,470 

28.28 

1914 

1,502 

28.56 

19L5 

1,460 

27.69 

1916 

1,297 

24.67 

1917 

1,394 

25.81 

1918 

1,355 

25.09 

1919 

1,307 

24.2 

1920 

1,729 

30. 78 
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DEATHS. 


The  principal  causes  of  Deaths  in  the  Borough  in  1920  are 
referred  to  in  separate  sections  of  the  Report,  but  it  is  noteworthy 
(see  Table  V.)  that  Respiratory  Diseases  and  Diseases  affecting 
infants  are  alone  responsible  for  approximately  40  per  cent,  of 
the  total. 

rhe  corrected  number  of  Deaths  taken  from  the  Registrar 
General’s  Returns  in  Dudley  during  1920  was  830  or  14.77  per 
thousand  of  the  population,  after  correction  by  deducting  Deaths 
of  fa  non-residents,  and  the  addition  of  86  Deaths  of  Dudley 
people  dying  away  from  home. 

4'he  Death  Rate  in  England  and  Wales  from  all  causesi,  in 
1920  was  12.4;  while  Dudley,  with  one  of  14.77,  compared  not 
unfavourably  witli  the  Country  as  a whole,  wTen  the  high  Birth 
Rate  is  taken  into  consideration.  The  rate  of  14.77  also'  compares 
with  a rate  of  12.5  for  96  large  Towns  (Censius  population  exceed- 
ing 50,000j. 

One  Ward  in  the  Borough  stands  out  very  well  as  regards 
the  Death  Rate,  viz.,  Netherton.  leaking  the  Census  population 
of  1911  and  estimating  the  increase  of  population  in  the  Ward  to 
be  on  a similar  scale  to^  that  of  Dudley  during  the  last  10  years, 
— a legitimate  assumption  after  considering  all  the  circumstances — 
the  Death  Rate  for  Netherton  works  out  at  10.8  per  1,000,  a hgure 
which  bears  comparison  to  that  found  in  rural  areas. 

The  Annual  Death  Rate  in  the  Borough  for  the  past  23  years 
IS  appended. 


Year 


Death  Rate 


1898 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 


23.17 
20.51 
20.45 
19.25 
17.54 

19.17 


lo 


Year 

1904 

1905 

1906 

1907 

1908 

1909 

1910 

1911 

1912 

1913 

1914 

1915 

1916 

1917 

1918 

1919 

1920 


Death  Rate 
18.82 

17.52 

16.23 
17.32 
15,28 

15.24 

14.25 

15.69 
15.48 

17.53 
16.0 
16.31 
14.97 

13.70 

18.25 
13.44 
14.77 


MONTHLY  DEATH  RATE  FROM  ALL  CAUSES. 

The  Monthly  Death  Rates  from  all  causes  for  the  past  10 
years  is  given  below,  but  Deaths  of  residents  dying  away  from 
home  are  not  included,  as  the  figures  were  not  available  when  the 
Monthly  Reports  were  presented.  Non-residents  have  been 


excluded, 

SO  the 

Rates 

are 

corrected  for  actual  Deaths 

in  Dudley. 

iqi  I 

igi  2 

'9*3 

1914 

1915 

1916 

1917 

1918 

1919 

1920 

January 

'3 '4 

i8*20 

16*34 

1 8 *0 

16*7 1 

1 7 *OD 

1 7*01 

1 0 *83 

'4^3 

13*9 

February 

1 5 "oS 

2579 

13*64 

18*51 

•7  25 

14*64 

'7*55 

'4'4 

'9*25 

1 2*0 

March 

i6’0;^ 

14*41 

17*42 

18*01 

14*63 

16*56 

'7*3 

'3*77 

19*5 

25*0 

April 

'4'3> 

10*31 

*5' '5 

2 1 *0 1 

22  90 

14*09 

19  77 

13*48 

2 1 *26 

30*8 

May 

10*6 

1 6 *43 

13*89 

17  01 

'6*32 

17*4 

16*4 

15  21 

14*8 

14*2 

June 

10*43 

8*14 

[6*16 

12*4 

I 2 *06 

•4  *'^3 

10*13 

9'6 1 

7*2 

9*6 

Ju.  & Ante. 

'3  MU 

9*27 

'3’4 

. 9o4 

10*38 

9*49 

8*92 

10*4 

8*0 

9*1 

September 

1 7 04 

12*43 

18*51 

1 1 *69 

8*9 

7*9 

8 *8 1 

13*96 

7*9 

9*1 

October  ... 

^o‘3.=; 

8*0 

'4'3' 

9 '5  2 

i3'M 

1 0*9 

8*24 

14*0 

1 0*9 

10*9 

November 

9 ’5 

11*25 

'573 

*4 '32 

15*32 

10*38 

9*81 

10*47 

7 '5 

11*9 

December 

16*26 

9 ’Ns 

16*76 

14*09 

18*05 

12*36 

10  83 

25*27 

1 1 * I 

1 2 '2 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. — The  Deaths  registered  under 
one  year  of  age  were  184  in  number,  and  the  number  of  Births 
was  1,729.  The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  is  106.4  (Birth  Rate 
30.78)  compared  with  105.5  (Birth  Rate  24.2)  for  1919,  and  132 
(Birth  Rate  25.0)  for  1918.  The  Infantile  Mortality  for  England 
and  Wales  was  80  (Birth  Rate  25.4),  and  for  the  96  great  Towns 
85  (Birth  Rate  26.2).  The  association  of  a high  Birth  Rate  with 
high  Infantile  Mortality  is  invariably  noticed,  apart  from  other 
considerations  which  affect  the  problem,  such  as  poverty,  over- 
crowding, etc. 


The  following  Table  gives  the  number  of  Infant  Deaths 
occurring  in  the  four  quarters  of  the  year  : — 


From  January  1st  to  March  31st 
From  April  1st  to  June  30th  ... 

From  July  1st  tO'  September  30th 
From  October  1st  to  December  31st 


66 

56 

27 


35 


Total  ...  184 


The  principal  causes  of  Infants’  Deaths  during  1920  were  : — 


Congenital  Debility  ...  ...  84 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  28 

Diarrhoea  ...  ...  ...  21 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...,  14 


147 


which  causes  accounted  for  147  Deaths  out  of  a total  of  184,  and 
over  45  per  cent,  of  the  total  infant  deaths  were  due  to  Congenital 
Debility.  In  other  words,  ante-natal  causes  were  responsible  for 
nearly  half  the  Infantile  Mortality  during  1920, 


The  precise  ante-natal  causes  leading  to<  this  heavy  toll  of 
infant  lives  are  not  easy  to  deal  with.  \ enereal  Disease  is 
undoubtedly  responsible  to  a certain  extent,  but  other  causes 
principally  of  an  economic  character  are  greatly  to  blame. 
Instances  of  babies  dying  of  congenital  debilit}^  are  found  to 
occur  where  there  is  already  a large  family,  where  the  mother  has 
had  to  work  hard  up  toi  the  very  day  of  confinement  (although 
hard  work  in  itself  is  not  detrimental  to  the  carrying  of  a healthy 
infant),  ,and  where  these  factors  are  coupled  with  insufficient  and 
improper  nourishment. 

Unfortunately  ignorance  and  intemperance  have  their  effects 
also,  but  with  the  advent  of  Health  Visitors  and  Ante-natal 
Clinics  the  former  cause  should,  before  long,  be  cormter-acted, 
especiallv  if  the  subjects  of  hygiene  and  infant  care  are  taught 
systematically  in  the  girls’  schools  as  undoubtedly  thev  should  be. 
The  fact  that  these  subjects  constitute  a part  of  the  curriculum  for 
the  training  of  teachers  is  evidence  that  the  Board  of  Education 
recognise  the  importance  of  this  problem  as  regards  the  well-being 
of  the  Nation. 


Water. 


t3 

II, 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  District. 


The  water  supply  is  to  all  intents  and  purposes  derived  entirely 
from  the  mains  of  the  South  Staffoirdshire  Water  Company, 
Except  for  being-  cut  oE  for  a few  hours  for  the  purposes  of  repairs 
to  pipes,  etc.,  in  one  or  twoi  districts,  the  supply  has  been  constant 
throughout  the  year.  Samples  have  been  taken  as  in  previous 
years  and  submitted  to  chemical  and  bacteriological  analysis.  All 
the  samples  proved  to  be  of  a high  degree  of  purity  and  satisfac- 
tory for  drinking,  domestic  and  manufacturing  purpo'ses.  The 
provision  of  a constant  supply  of  pure  water  constitutes  one  of  the 
first  essentials  in  the  maintenance  of  the  health  of  the  community. 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

No  rivers  or  streams  traverse  the  District.  Several  canals 
pass  through  the  Borough,  but  these  are  devoted  purely  to 
commercial  purposes,  and  have  no  connection  with  the  ordinary 
water  supply. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  Borough,  Mr.  F. 
Atkinson,  who  has  done  such  excellent  woik  in  the  course  of  17 
years’  stay  in  the  Town,  gives  additional  details  concerning 
matters  arising  under  this  section,  in  his  Report,  which  is  appended 
to  the  present  one. 

Mainly  a privy-midden  Town  17  years  ago,  no  less  than  6,929 
dw^elling  houses  ha\  e been  pro\'ided  with  w'ater  closets  during  the 
period  mentioned,  leaving  only  344  dw^ellings,  out  of  an  approxi- 
mate total  of  12,000  houses,  having  privy  middens.  The  majority 
of  the  houses  with  privy-middens  are  isolated  dwellings  situated 
in  outlying  portions  of  the  Borough  and  a considerable  distance 
aw'ay  fiom  the  line  of  sew^ers. 

1 he  sewage  ol  the  Borough  is  conveyed  out  of  the  district 
by  two  main  outfall  sewers,  one  going  to  Sw^indon  and  the  other  to 
Whittington.  The  sew/erage  for  the  central  part  of  the  Borough, 


after  being  strained  at  a catchment  pit  situated  in  the  West  end 
of  the  town,  is  conveyed  to  the  Swindon  District  and  there 
disposed  of  by  broad  irrigation.  The  sewage  from  the  Southern 
part  of  the  area  traverses  the  Did  Hill  District  and  is  eventuallv 
dealt  with  by  broad  irrigation  in  the  Whittington  District. 

The  scavenging  of  the  Borough  is  most  efficiently  performed 
under  the  superintendence  of  the  Chief  .Sanitary  Inspector,  the 
ashpits  being  cleared  by  a local  Contractor,  and  the  collection  of 

dust-bins  carried  out  by  the  Corporation  workmen,  the  Corporation 
utilising  the  services  of  six  teams  for  this  purpose. 

During  the  year  there  has  been  an  increase  of  90  in  the 
number  of  houses  using  dust-bins  ; this  method  of  refuse  disposal 
is  much  superior  from  the  public  health  standpoint  to  the  use  of 
ashpits,  and  every  opportunity  of  making  the  change  is  grasped. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  District. 

An  account  of  this  work  during  1920  will  be  found  in  the 
appended  Report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector.  On  reference 
to  this  Report  it  will  be  seen  that  413  informal  notices  as  to 
nuisances  were  issued,  and  in  203  cases  such  notices  were  sufficient 
to  procure  the  abatement  thereof.  Although  240i  Statutorv 
Notices  were  issued,  it  was  not  found  necessar}'  to  take  legal 
proceedings  in  any  of  these  cases  in  1920. 

Premises  & Occupations  Controlled  by  Bye=Laws  & Regulations. 

The  whole  of  the  Workshops  on  the  Register  were  visited 
during  the  year,  and  several  minor  defects  found  were  remedied. 
No  cases  of  outstanding  defect  came  to  the  notice  of  the  Depart- 
ment. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  notifications  were  received  with 
regard  to  two  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  occurring  in  a house  where 
the  occupier  carried  on  the  business  of  making  clothes  as  an  out- 
worker. The  occupier  (father  of  the  children  suffering  from 
Scarlet  Fever)  was  unwilling  for  the  cases  to  be  removed  tO'  the 
Borough  Isolation  Hospital,  and  he  was  informed  that  it  was 
illegal  for  him  to  continue  to  carry  on  his  business  until  the 
premises  had  been  declared  free  from  infection.  Subsequently 
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the  parent  in  question  gave  an  undertaking  to  the  Health  Com- 
mittee that  he  would  stop  the  manufacture  of  clothing  at  his  house 
until  the  children  were  better  and  the  premises  had  been  disinfected 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  No  further 
cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  having  even  the  remotest  connection  with 
those  mentioned  occurred. 

No  infringements  of  the  Regulations  with  regard  to  Common 
Lodging  Houses,  Slaughter  Houses,  etc.,  in  the  Borough  have 
been  noted  during  the  year.  Further  particulars  relating  to 
Factories,  Workshops,  Workplaces  and  Homework  have  been 
completed  on  Form  572  compiled  by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
purpose,  and  copies  have  been  forwarded,  as  requested,  to  the 
Home  Office  and  Ministry  of  Health.  Relevant  extracts  from  this 
Form  will  be  found  along  with  the  other  Tables  at  the  end  of  the 
Report. 

Schools. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  also  School  Medical  Officer 
for  the  Borough,  and  is  responsible  for  the  curtailment  of  infectious 
and  contagious  diseases  amongst  school  children.  The  prevalence 
of  these  ailments  in  Dudley  during  1920  is  discussed  in  another 
section  of  the  Report,  but  it  m.ay  be  mentioned  that  no  outbreaks 
as  such,  of  any  infectious  disease,  occurred  during  the  year,  and 
it  was  not  found  necessary  to  advise  the  closure  of  any  School  or 
School  Department. 

The  relationship  between  the  Health  Department  and  School 
Medical  Department  is  of  the  closest  nature  in  Dudley,  and 
sanitary  defects  found  in  houses  visited  by  the  School  Nurses  or 
School  Medical  Officer  in  the  course  of  “ following-up  ” of  School 
Medical  Inspection  are  enabled  to  be  remedied  with  the  least 
possible  delay.  On  the  other  hand,  when  the  Sanitary  Inspectors, 
in  the  course  of  their  inspections,  find  any  ailing  children  who  are 
not  receiving  medical  attention,  notice  is  given  at  once  to  the 
School  Medical  Officer,  who  enquires  into'  the  cases  and  sees  that 
the  necessary  treatment  is  provided  either  by  the  family  doctor, 
“School  Clinic,”  or  Hospital,  according  to  the  nature  of  the 
illness  and  the  state  of  the  family  purse. 
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III. 


Food. 

* 

Milk  Supply. 

Only  a proportion  of  the  milk  used  by  the  inhabitants  of  the 
town  comes  from  cows  kept  in  the  Borough,  approximately  two- 
thirds  being  imported  from  districts  outside. 

During  the  year  28  samples  of  new  milk  were  submitted  to 
the  Borough  Analyst  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  and 
on  the  whole  were  found  to  conform  with  the  legal  standards  as 
regards  genuineness.  Information  as  to  proceedings  taken  in  the 
cases  of  three  samples  of  milk  found  not  to  be  genuine  is  gi\en  in 
another  section  of  the  Report. 

No'  samples  were  analysed  with  a view  to  estimating  the 
amount  of  dirt,  presence  or  otherwise  of  Tubercle  Bacilli,  or  the 
general  bacterial  content.  When  the  Borough  Bacteriological 
Laboratory  is  fully  working  and  equipped  it  will  be  possible  for 
this  aspect  of  the  question  to  receive  proper  consideration. 

The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  has  reported  on  the  working  of 
the  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Order,  and  refers  to  the 
unsatisfactory  conditions  of  some  of  the  wooden  cowsheds  existing 
in  the  Borough.  The  maintenance  of  adequate  ventilation  in  cow- 
sheds bears  an  important  relationship  to  the  purity  and  wholesome- 
ness of  the  milk  obtained  from  cows  kept  in  such  buildings,  and 
affects  very  materially  the  health  and  value  of  the  animals  them- 
selves. 

Milk  vendors  in  the  town  have  been  circularised,  pointing- 
out  the  necessity  of  keeping  all  milk,  cream,  etc.,  protected  as  far 
as  possible  from  flies  and  dust. 

The  importance  of  a pure  milk  supply  to  the  communitv 
cannot  be  exaggerated.  It  is  estimated  that,  apart  from  any  other 
disease,  at  least  60  per  cent,  of  all  cases  Non-pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  are  caused  by  the  bovine  bacillus,  the  germ  found  in 
milk  from  Tuberculous  Cows.  The  incidence  of  this  crippling- 
disease  is  discussed  in  the  Section  of  Tuberculosis. 


Milk  and  Cream  Regulations,  1912  and  1917. 

A return  furnishing  information  with  regard  to  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  Milk  and  Cream  Regulations,  1912  and  1917,  during 
1920',  was  forwarded  tO'  the  Ministry  of  Health  early  in  1921.  A 
tabular  Statement  thereof  is  given  at  the  end  of  this  Section. 

Milk  (Mothers’  and  Children)  Order,  1919. 

During  the  hrst  nine  months  of  the  year,  industrial  conditions, 
and,  in  consequence,  financial  conditions  of  families  were  good, 
and  exceedingly  few  cases  of  mothers  and  children  unable  to 
obtain  adequate  nourishment  occurred.  Towards  the  end  of  the 
year,  with  the  advent  of  unemployment  through  the  trade  slump, 
numbers  of  infants  suffering  from  lack  of  proper  nourishment 
came  to  the  notice  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  were 
supplied,  after  due  enquiries,  with  free  dried  milk  at  the  Infant 
Welfare  Clinics. 

Up  to  the  end  of  the  year  447  packets  of  dried  milk  had  been 
thus  distributed  from  the  three  Baby  Centres,  at  a tolal  cost  of 
;£i48  8s.  6d.  to  the  Alaternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee;  half 
of  this  expenditure  is  borne  by  the  National  Exchequer,. 

Meat. 

The  inspection  of  Aleat,  Slaughter  Houses,  etc.,  is  carried  out 
as  a routine  by  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector.  A list  of  carcases 
and  articles  unfit  for  food  coming  to  the  notice  of  the  Department 
during  the  year  is  given  under  the  Section  on  Food  Inspection. 

No  case  of  seizure  of  unsound  food  exposed  for  sale  or  in 
preparation  for  sale  occurred  during  1920.  (Section  117,  Public 
Health  Act,  1875.)  Butchers  and  other  food  retailers  are,  as  a 
rule,  very  prompt  in  surrendering  any  unsound  food  which  they 
may  have,  also  in  sending  information  as  to  animals  which  may 
have  died  from  disease. 

No  carcases  or  parts  of  carcases  were  condemned  for  Tuber- 
culosis, but  a quantity  of  organs  and  offal  were  so  condemned. 

There  is  nO'  Public  Abattoir  in  the  District. 
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Classitication  O'f  Slaughter  Houses  : — 


In  1914. 

In  j an nary,  1920. 

In  December 

Registered 

15 

14 

14 

Licensed 

10 

10 

10 

25 

24 

- 24 

Other  Foods. 

During  the  year  a large  quantity  O'f  miscellaneous  unsound 
loodstuffs  ^^■as  surrendered;  no  instance  was  found  necessitating 
the  institution  of  legal  proceedings. 

Bakehouses  and  premises  generally  fo'‘  storing  loodstulls 
tvere  found  to  be  in  a good  sanitary  condition  on  all  occasions 
visited.  Several  bakehouses,  being  steam  worked,  are  under  the 
control  of  the  Factory  Inspector.  No  infringements  of  the  con- 
ditions with  which  bakehouses  must  comply  under  the  Factory 
and  Workshops  i\ct  were  noted. 

No  case  of'  food  poisoning  occurred  in  the  District  during  the 

year. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

An  account  of  the  work  carried  out  under  these  Acts  is  giA  en 
in  another  section.  Of  10'7  samples  submitted  for  analysis  in 
1920  only  three  were  found  to  be  adulterated,  and  these  latter 
w^ere  milk  samples. 
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COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  DUDLEY. 

Public  Health  (Milk  and  Cream)  Regulations,  1912  and  1917. 


REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED  DECEMBER  31SI,  1920. 


1. — Milk  ; and  Cream  no't  sold  as  Preserved  Cream. 


( a) 

{bJ 

Number  of  Samples 

Number  in  which  a 

examined  for  the  presence 

preservative  was  reported 

of  a preservative 

to  be  present 

Milk 

28 

— 

Cream 

— 

— 

2. — Cream  sold  as  Preserved  Cream. 


(a)  Instances  in  which  samples  have  been  submitted  tor 
analysis  to  ascertain  if  the  statements  on  the  label  as  to 
preservative  were  correct — Nik 

(b)  Determinations  made  of  milk  fat  in  cream  sold  as 

preserved  cream — Nil. 

(c)  Instances  where  (apart  from  analysis)  the  requirements  as 

tO'  labelling  or  declaration  of  preserved  cream  in  Article 
Vk  (1)  and  the  proviso  in  Article  V.  (2)  of  the  Regulations 
have  not  been  observed — No  samples  taken. 

(d)  Particulars  of  each  case  in  which  the  Regulations  have 

not  been  complied  with,  and  action  taken. 

Thickening  Substances. — Any  evidence  of  their  addition  to 
cream  or  to  preserved  cream.  Action  taken  where  found. 
No  samples  of  cream  taken. 
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COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  DUDLEY. 

Public  Health  (Milk  and  Cream)  Regulations,  1912  and  1917. 


PARTICULARS  OF  ANALYSES  OF  SAMPLES  OF  MILK  (1920). 


March  Quarter. — 9 Milk,  9 Genuine,  Preservatives  absent. 

« 

1 Milk  (194),  adulterated  added  Water  11%, 
preser\  ati^'es  absent.  Fined  %'5  and  10s. 
costs. 

1 Milk  (111),  added  Water  8%,  preservatives 
absent,  no  action  taken,  further  samples 
genuine. 

1 Milk  (111),  deficient  1%  natural  fat,  pre- 
servatives absent.  No  action  taken,  further 
samples  genuine. 

Condensed  Milk  (8).  All  genuine. 

June  Quarter. — 1 Samples  of  Milk,  all  genuine,  preseiaatives 

absent. 

2 Samples  Condensed  Milk,  both  genuine. 


September  Quarter. — (3  Samples  Milk,  all  genuine,  free  from 

preservatives. 

2 Samples  Condensed  Milk,  preserAatives 
absent. 


December  Quarter.  —.6  Samples  Milk,  all  genuine,  fiee  horn 

preservatives. 

2 Samples  Condensed  Milk,  preservatives 
absent. 
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IV. 

Prevalence  of,  and  Control  Over,  Infectious  Diseases. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


The  following-  notihccitions  of  infectious  disease  were  received 
during  the  year  : — 


Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  57 

Typhoid  Fe\er  ...  ...  ...  7 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  6 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  ...  5 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  4 


Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  ...  ...  2 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  ...  2 

Nothing  in  the  nature  'of  an  epidemic  of  any  intectious 
disease  occurred  in  the  Borough  during  1920. 

SCARLET  FEVER. 

Despite  the  overcrowding  prevalent,  and  the  fact  that  the 
vast  majority  of  Scarlet  Fe\'er  cases  were  nursed  at  home,  only 
57  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified  during  the  year.  The 
deaths  recorded  from  Scarlet  Fever  were  two  in  number,  both 
being  cases  nursed  at  home. 

Although  the  number  of  notifications  received  was  higher 

o o 

than  in  1919,  the  cases  were  of  a sporadic  nature,  and  no  group 
of  cases  occurred  which  could  be  regarded  as  an  epidemic. 


TYPHOID  FEVER. 

Se\'en  notifications  of  Typhoid  Fever  were  received  during  the 
year.  The  first  case  was  that  of  an  ex-soldier  who  had  been 
ill  with  chest  disease  ever  since  leaving  the  Army  more  than 
twelve  months  previously.  The  patient  had  been  more  acutely 
ill  nine  days  prior  to  notification,  and  on  being  seen  by  the  Medical 
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Olficer  of  Health  was  too  dangerously  ill  to  move.  A specimen 
ol  blood  was  taken  for  examination,  but  proved  negative  as 
regards  Widal  re-action.  The  patient  died  two  days  later.  The 
rest  ol  the  family  were  kept  under  observation,  but  nO'  furthei' 
cases  developed.  No  likely  source  of  infection  was  discovered, 
and  in  view  of  the  negative  Widal  re-action  and  the  patient’s 
previous  history,  some  doubt  about  the  diagnosis  is  legitimate. 
No  other  case  of  Typhoid  occurred  having  any  connection  with 
this  one. 

Another  case  was  also  an  ex-Army  man  (B7),  who  had  been 
ill  two  weeks  before  coming  to  the  notice  of  the  Health  Depart- 
ment. This  was  a definite  clinical  case  of  Typhoid,  too  ill 
to  be  moved  to  hospital,  and  died  in  the  third  week  of  iflness. 
Prior  toi  his  illness  the  man  had  been  engaged  repairing  defectix  e 
W.C.’s,  and  may  have  contracted  Typhoid  thereby.  No  further 
cases  arose  having  any  connection  with  this  one. 

Four  other  cases  of  Typhoid  formed  a group  occurring  in 
our  part  of  the  Borough ; three  members  of  one  family  being  ill 
in  turn  and  a next-door  neighbour. 

The  hrst  of  these  cases  was  a girl  (E),  eiged  11,  who  was 
removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  and  subsequently  recovered. 
Before  the  girl  (E)  was  discharged  from  the  Hospital,  two  of  her 
brothers  were  down  with  the  illness,  and  they  also  were  conveyed 
tO'  the  Isolation  Hospital.  The  fourth  and  last  case  ol  this  group 
was  a boy  (C),  aged  13,  who  lived  next  door  to  the  hrst  family, 
both  families  using  a common  W.C.,  and  it  is  thought  that  the 
fourth  case  may  have  occurred  by  infection  from  the  W.C.  All 
the  cases  recovered. 

The  origin  of  this  group  of  cases  was  not  ascertained.  A 
brother,  an  ex-soldier,  had  suffered  from  some  indehnite  illness 
whilst  in  Germany  some  months  previously ; he  had  been  quite  well 
since  leaving  the  Army,  but  a sample  of  his  faeces  was  taken  and 
submitted  to  bacteriological  examination,  but  typhoid  bacilli  were 
not  found. 
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'I'he  mother  ot  the  family  had  experienced  a severe  and  pro- 
longed illness  some  two  months  before  the  first  notified  case  arose, 
and  the  indications  were  that  she  had  been  the  orig'inal  case  ol 
the  series.  Minute  enquiries  into  the  history  of  the  mother’s 
illness  failed  to  elicit  an}'  definite  source  thereof. 

The  last  case  was  that  of  a female  (30'),  who  had  not  been 
in  contact  with  any  of  the  other  cases ; she  was  removed  to  the 
Isolation  Hospital  and  made  a good  recovery. 

DIPHTHERIA. 

Six  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified  during  the  year,  but 
no  fewer  than  four  cases  died.  None  of  the  cases  were  removed 
to  the  Isolation  Hospital.  Of  the  four  cases  which  died  all  were 
either  dead  or  in  a moribund  state  when  notification  was  receix  ed. 
One  fatal  case  had  not  been  injected  with  Diphtheria  Anti-toxin, 
and  another  one  sent  to  the  Ouest  Hospital  was  dying  on  admission 
there. 

diphtheria  anti=toxin. 

By  the  kind  assistance  of  the  Chief  Constable,  arrangements 
were  made  for  keeping  a supply  of  Diphtheria  Anti-toxin  at  the 
Police  Station,  and  available  for  free  issue  to  doctors  in 
Dudley  at  any  time  of  night  or  day.  All  the  doctors  were  written 
to  and  informed  of  the  facilities  thus  provided  for  obtaining  free 
Diphtheria  Anti-toxin  for  necessary  cases.  By  this  means  there 
should  be  no  delay  in  the  administration  of  this  valuable  agent 
when  required  either  as  a prophylactic  or  curative  measure. 

During  the  summer  months  there  occurred  a progressive 
increase  of  Diphtheria  throughout  England  and  Wales,  and  the 
attention  of  the  doctors  in  Dudley  was  drawn  to  this  by  means 
of  a circular  from  the  Health  Department,  which  also  emphasised 
the  arrangements  for  provision  of  free  Diphtheria  Anti-toxin. 

CEREBRO=SPINAL  FEVER. 

Two  notifications  of  (ferebrO'-Spinal  Fe\er  were  receixed 
during  the  year,  both  in  January.  The  two  cases  were  notified 
simultaneously  and  were  from  the  same  house,  being  father  and 
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daughter.  Bacteriological  examinations  of  the  Cerebro-Sp’nal 
Iluid  pointed  to  both  cases  being  true  Cerebro-Spinal  Fever, 
although  meningococci  were  found  actually  in  only  one  of  the 
cases. 

Idle  girl  (aged  G)  died  from  the  illness,  but  the  father  (aged 
GO)  recovered.  Enquiries  made  as  to  his  condition  some  12 
months  later,  elicited  the  information  that  whilst  there  was  no 
paralysis  or  physical  disability,  yet  the  patient’s  temperament 
seemed  to  have  changed  completely  as  a result  of  the  illness  ; from 
being  happy  and  cheerful  in  disposition,  he  has  become  morose 
and  taciturn.  No  further  cases  occurred. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

Sixty  primary  notifications  of  Tuberculosis  (form  A)  were 
received  during  the  year,  5G  being  Pulmonary  cases  and  7 being 
Non-pulmonary.  Twelve  primary  nofihcations  were  received  on 
Form  B (notihcation  by  School  Medical  Officer),  O'  being  Pulmon- 
ary cases  and  0 Non-pulmonary.  A further  12  cases  were 
notihed  by  the  School  Medical  Officer,  but  these  had  all  been 
[)reviously  notified  on  Form  A. 

In  all,  72  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  came  to  the  notice  of  the 
Department  during  the  year,  a considerable  increase  over  1919. 
A good  proportion  of  the  new  cases  can  be  attributed  directly  or 
indirectly  to  the  War,  a large  number  being  unfortunately 
amongst  demobilised  Soldiers  and  Sailors.  The  numbers  notified 
in  the  difterent  age  periods  are  given  in  the  accompanying  table. 
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Summarv  of  Notifications  under  the  Public  Health  (Tubercu- 
s)  Regulations,  1912 
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Forty  six  deaths  occurred  from  Tuberculosis  during  the  year, 
39  being  cases  of  lung  Tuberculo'sis.  The  figure  89  compares 
with  one  of  48  recorded  in  1919  and  50  in  1918,  a distinct  im- 
prO'Vement  as  far  as  it  goes.  With  the  apparent  increase  of  the 
disease,  added  tO'  the  bad  effects  of  unemployment,  etc.,  it  is  to 
be  feared  that  there  may  be  a rise  in  the  death  rate  therefrom  for 
the  next  year  or  two.  The  conditions  tending  to  this  rise  should, 
however,  prove  to  be  temporary.  Systematic  searching  out  and 
examining  of  contacts,  by  getting  hold  of  cases  in  the  earliest 
stages,  would  do  a great  deal  to  diminish  the  incidence  of  this 
disease. 

The  whole  subject  of  treatment  of  Tuberculosis  is  under 
revision  at  the  time  of  writing.  At  present  the  Joint  Tuberculosis 
Committee  provide  for  residential  or  dispensary  treatment  accord- 
ing to  the  report  on  the  case  made  by  the  Tuberculosis  Officer. 
The  Dudley  Insurance  Committee  are  entitled  to  have  the 
occupation  of  four  beds  for  residential  treatment  of  their  patients 
at  any  one  time. 

Mr.  A.  Sheldon,  clerk  to  the  Dudley  Insurance  Committee, 
has  very  kindly  supplied  me  with  the  following  information  con- 
cerning the  cases  coming  before  the  Committee  during  the  year. 

Number  of  applications  during  1920  ...  ...  ...  42 

Recommended  for  benefit  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

Recommendation  not  availed  of  ...  ...  ...  1 

Found  to  be  N on-tubercular  ...  ...  ...  5 

Report  on  case  not  received  by  December  31st,  1920  ...  5 

42 

Twenty-one  cases  received  residential  treatment  in  an  Insti- 
tution during  the  year,  the  period  of  stay  averaging  7 weeks. 

Institutions  k>  which  insured  persons  are  sent  by  the  Joint 
Committee  are  : — Females  : Groundslovv,  Yarnfield.  Males  : 
Moxley,  Kin\er  (ad\'anced  cases),  Northampton. 
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One  patient  was  sent  to  Preston  Hall  Colony,  Kent,  a 
Training  Institution.  One  case  of  Surgical  Tuberculosis  was  sent 
tO'  Longbeld’s  Home,  Stoke-on-Trent. 

The  average  number  of  cases  reported  quarterly  to  the 
Committee  as  receiving  Domiciliary  treatment  was  35.25,  and 
Dispensary  treatment  110.5. 

The  cost  of  Dispensary  and  Sanatorium  treatment  of  insured 
persons  suffering  from  Tuberculosis  for  Dudley  was  ;^571  4s.  lid. 
for  1918,  compared  with  an  average  of  ^{5*487  for  the  three  pre- 
ceeding  years. 

ITe  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  for  Dudley  at  “ The  Firs,”  Hall 
Street,  is  open  three  days  per  week,  viz.,  Tuesdays,  Wednesdays 
and  Thursdays.  Although  the  new  premises  there  are  much  more 
convenient  in  many  wavs,  yet  the  arrangement  is  not  without  its 
drawbacks  when  inevitable  overlapping  with  the  other  Clinics 
occurs.  This  point  was  hardly  foreseen,  as  it  was  not  anticipated 
that  the  attendances  at  the  different  Clinics  would  be  so  large. 

The  Health  Visitors  continue  to'  visit  in  the  homes  cases  of 
Tuberculosis,  both  amongst  insured  and  uninsured  persons,  and 
report  on  the  environmental  conditions  ; the  information  contained 
is  entered  on  cards  kept  at  the  Health  Department  and  is  available 
for  future  reference.  Any  sanitary  defect,  such  as  overcrowding, 
etc.,  is  reported,  and  endeavours  made  to  ameliorate  the  condition. 
The  Health  Visitors  are  especially  useful  in  reporting  any 
suspicious  illness  amongst  contacts  of  cases,  and  urging  them  to 
go  to  their  doctor  for  examination,  who,  if  necessary,  refers  them 
to  the  Tuberculosis  Officer.  Frequent  disinfections  of  patients’ 
homes  are  carried  out  as  required. 

The  School  Nurses  are  alsO'  very  vigilant  in  this  connection, 
and  frequently  bring  to'  the  notice  of  the  School  Medical  Officer 
suspicious  cases  of  Tuberculosis. 

Hitherto  there  has  been  no  accommodation  for  Sanatorium 
treatment  of  phthisical  children  from  this  area,  but  with  the  open- 
ing of  “The  Limes,”  at  Himley,  an  effort  has  been  made  to  fill 
up  this  gap.  As  a start  two  beds  will  be  available  for  Dudley 
children  suffering  from  Tuberculosis. 
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As  mentioned  in  the  Annual  Report  of  the  School  Medical 
Officer  for  the  Borough  for  1920',  the  Education  Committee  have 
had  under  consideration  the  question  of  providing  an  Open-air 
School  for  the  district,  but  the  matter  has  been  deferred  on  account 
of  the  difficulties  of  the  times. 

During  1920',  24  debilitated  school  children  (girls)  were  sent 
by  the  Education  Committee  to  the  Open-air  School  at  Malvern 
for  a stay  of  12  weeks.  The  Dudley  Children’s  Convalescent  Aid 
Society  sent  40  children  to  Moseley  Hall  Convalescent  Home  for 
an  average  stay  of  four  weeks  and  three  days. 

The  surest,  and  in  the  long  run  the  most  economical,  method 
of  dealing  with  Tuberculosis,  consists  of  rearing  a healthy  child 
population.  A few  pounds  spent  in  placing  a debilitated  and  pre- 
disposed child  under  such  conditions  as  to  make  him  strong  and 
healthy,  would  mean  a saving  of  scores  of  pounds  which  would  be 
entailed  if  such  child  definitely  contracted  the  disease. 

Extra  nourishment  was  provided  through  the  War  Pensions 
Committee  in  several  cases  of  ex-soldiers  suffering  from*  Tuber- 
culosis. 

Five  Shelters  are  available  for  use  in  the  Borough,  and  these 
have  been  inspected  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the  Chief 
Sanitary  Inspector. 

AFTER=CARE. 

An  After-care  Committee  has  been  formed  with  a view  to 
taking  a continuous  interest  in  patients  and  their  families.  At 
present  the  activities  of  this  Committee  are  greatly  handicapped 
by  the  lack  of  funds,  but  with  the  new  arrangements  coming  into 
force,  whereby  the  Council  are  primarily  responsible  for  dealing 
with  all  cases  of  Tuberculo'sis,  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  necessary 
financial  assistance  will  be  forthcoming. 

After-care,  administered  in  a sympathetic  and  tactful  manner, 
can  do'  much  to  alleviate  sufferers  in  an  advanced  state  as  well  as 
the  patient’s  family,  whilst  border-line  cases,  where  a little  extra 
effort  is  needed  on  the  part  of  the  patient  to  turn  the  balance 
between  arrest  of  disease  and  incurability,  are  frequently  inspired 
to  make  the  necessary  effort. 
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TUBERCULOSIS  VISITS. 

During  the  year  116  first  visits  and  249  re-visits  were  made  by 
the  Health  Xhsitors  tO'  cases  of  Tuberculosis. 

VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

In  1917  the  Local  Government  Board  sanctioned  an  arrange- 
ment of  the  Borough  Council  made  with  the  Guest  Hospital  for 
the  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  Venereal  Diseases.  The  scheme 
then  sanctioned  has  been  in  existence,  with  slight  modifications, 
ever  since 

Briefly,  the  Town  Council  have  undertaken  to^  re-imburse  the 
Guest  Hospital,  Dudley,  the  cost  of  treatment  there  of  Venereal 
Diseases,  subject  to  the  arrangements  made  at  the  Hospital  being 
satisfactory  and  receiving  the  approval  of  the  now  Ministry  of 
Health. 

A special  record  is  kept  of  all  patients  thus  attending  for 
treatment  from  outside  the  County  Borough,  and  the  Districts 
concerned  are  debited  with  the  proportionate  cost  according  to 
an  agreed  schedule.  The  amounts  due  from  outside  authorities 
are  subsequently  paid  to  the  Borough  Treasurer,  the  Dudley 
Corporation  in  the  first  instance  paying  the  whole  cost. 

The  days  and  times  at  which  the  Medical  Officers  attend  at 
the  Guest  Hospital  for  examination  and  treatment  of  patients 
are 


Tuesdays 

5 to  6 p.m.. 

Female 

Patients. 

, , ... 

6 tO'  7 p.m.. 

Male 

Wednesdays  ... 

8 to  4 p.m., 

Female 

) j 

, , ... 

4 to  5 p.m.. 

Male 

> ) 

Fridays 

8 to  4 p.m.. 

Female 

} 1 

4 to  5 p.m., 

IRRIGATION 

Male 

5 « 

Patients  (male  and  female)  suffering  from  Gonorrhoea  can 
attend  for  Irrigation  at  times  other  than  those  mentioned  by 
special  arrangement  with  the  House  Surgeon  at  the  Guest 
Hospital,  who  superintends  this  part  of  the  treatment. 

It  would  be  an  advantage  if  convenient  hours  could  be  fixed 
daily  for  male  and  female  patients  to  attend  for  Irrigation. 

The  following  particulars  have  been  extracted  from  the  re- 
turn, V.R.IO,  of  patients  treated  during  1920, 
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RETURN  relating  to  all  persons  who  were  treated  at  the 
Treatment  Centre  at  the  Guest  Hospital,  Dudley,  during  the  year 
ended  the  31st  December,  1920', 


Syphilis 

Soft 

Chancre 

lonorrhoea 

Conditions 
other  than 
Venereal 

Total 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M.| 

F. 

IM. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

No.  on  Register  on 
January  1st,  1920 

37 

17 

3 



1 

28 

I 

- 4 



72 

18 

2. 

New  cases  dealt  with 
during  1920  : — 

Syphilis  only 

41 

30 

— 

— 



— ■ 

— 

41 

30 

Soft  Chancre  only 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Gonorrhoea  only 

— 

— 

— 

— 

67 

3 

— 

67 

3 

Syphilis  and  soft  Chancre 

I 

— 

I 

— 



— 

— 



2 

— 

Syphilis  and  Gonorrhoea 

5 

— 

— 

— 

5 

— 

— 

— 

10 

— 

Gonorrhoea  and  Soft 
Chancre 



— 

— 

— 









Syphilis,  Soft  Chancre 
and  Gonorrhoea 



— 

















Non  Venereal. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

36 

3 

36 

3 

Total — Item  2 

47 

30 

3 

— 

72 

3 

36 

3 

158 

36 

Total — Items  i & 2 

84 

47 

6 

— 

100 

4 

40 

3 

230 

d4 

3- 

No.  of  patients  who 

ceased  to  attend  : — 

(a)  Before  completing  a 
course  of  treatment... 

40 

25 

3 

58 

I 



_ 

81 

26 

(b)  After  a completion  of 
a course  of  treatment 
but  before  final  tests 
as  to  cure  of 

6 

I 

2 

8 

I 

4- 

Number  of  persons  trans- 
ferred to  other  treat- 
ment centres  after 
treatment  for 

5- 

Number  of  persons 
discharged  from  the 
Out  — patient  Clinic 
after  completion  of 
treatment  and  ob- 
servation for 

\ 

j 

i 

1 hS 

5 

2 

23 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i 

i 

1 

40 

5 

6. 

Number  of  persons  who 
on  ist.  January,  1921 
were  under  treatment 
or  observation  for  ... 

23 

16 

1 

37 

3 

I 

! 

6z 

'9 

Total  Items  3,  4,  5 & 6. 

84 

47 

6 

— 

100 

4 

I 

— 

191 

51 

Syphilis 

Soft 

Chancre 

Gonorrhoea 

Conditions 
other  than 
Venereal 

Total 

■ 

M.  i 

1 

F. 

I\i. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

7.  Total  attendances  of  all 
persons  at  the  Out- 
patient Clinic  who 
were  suffering  from 

678 

373 

34 

831 

44 

67 

10 

G\ 

0 

427 

8.  Aggregate  number  of  In- 
patient days  of  treat- 
ment given  to  persons 
who  were  suffering 
from  ... 

— 

g.  Palhologrical  examinations 


For  detection  of : 

For 

Spirochetes 

Gonococci 

Other 

Organisms 

W assermann 
Reaction 

(a)  Specimens  examined 
at  and  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  the  Centre 

Yes 

Yes 

None 

(b)  Specimens  from 
patients  at  centre, 
examined  at  Bac- 
teriological Labor- 
atory, Birmingham... 

Urine 

Urine 

All 

Statement  showing"  the  services  rendered  at  the  Treatment  Centre 
during  the  year,  classified  according  to  the  Areas  in  which  the  patients 
resided. 

County  or  County  Borough 


• 

Dudley 

Stafifordshire! 

_ i 

Worcester- 

shire 

Wolver- 

hampton 

West 

Bromwich 

Birmingham 

Smethwick 

Total 

Syphilis 

2 I 

35 

19 

1 



— 

1 

77 

Soft  Chancre 

2 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Gonorrhoea 

18 

36 

17 

3 

I 

— 

75 

Conditions  other  than 
Venereal. 

8 

20 

10 

— 

I 

— 

— • 

39 

Total. 

49 

92 

46 

I 

4 

I 

I 

194 

Total  number  of  atten- 
dances at  the  Out-patient 
Clinic  of  patients  residing 
in  each  Area. 

444 

1132 

407 

35 

22 

5 

12 

2057 

Aggregate  number  of 
Inpatient  days  of  all 
patients  residing  in  each 
Area 

265 

244 

80 

589 

Number  of  doses  of 
Salvarsan  Substitutes 
given  in  the  : — 

Out-patient  Clinic 

17S 

4>7 

I 92 

3^ 

3 

9 

830 

Inpatient  Dept,  to  patients 
residing  in  each  area 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

The  Salvarsan  substitutes  used  were  Salyl,  Neo  Kharsivan, 
Novarsinobillon,  14  doses  constituting  the  usual  full  course;  all  cases  ot 
Syphilis  being  given  Salvarsan  substitutes. 
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It  will  be  observed  that  approximately  25  per  cent,  of  the 
total  cases  treated  belonged  to  Dudley,  whilst  it  is  somewhat  re- 
markable that  of  a total  (from  all  districts)  of  70'  patients  wath 
Gonorrhoea,  three  only  were  females. 

Administration  of  Salvarsan  Substitutes. 

One  Medical  Practitioner  in  the  County  Borough,  other  than 
the  Officers  at  the  V.D.  Centre,  is  qualihed  to  receive  free  supplies 
of  Salvarsan  Substitutes. 

Venereal  Disease  Propaganda, 

From  the  27th  May  to  the  10th  June,  Miss  Latham,  a woman 
lecturer  of  the  N.C.C.V.D.,  gave  addresses  to  females  employed 
at  various  works  in  the  Borough.  Twenty  works  were  visited, 
and,  where  possible,  facilities  were  given  for  holding  meetings  at 
the  works;  where  this  wais  not  possible  time  was  allowed  to 
workers  to  attend  the  Public  Lectures.  Two  Public  Lectures  were 
given  at  St.  Agnes’  Shelter,  Tower  Street,  Dudley,  and  one  at 
the  Public  Hall,  Netherton.  The  Mayoress  presided  at  the  meet- 
ing at  St.  Agnes’  Shelter,  and  Mrs.  H.  Green  took  the  chair  at 
the  Netherton  meeting.  Much  interest  was  shown  at  the  meet- 
ings, questions  w^ere  asked  and  literature  sold. 

Although  the  attendances  at  the  Public  Lectures  w^ere  not 
great,  yet  considering  this  w^as  the  first  time  such  lectures  have 
been  held  for  women  and  girls  in  Dudley,  they  can  be  regarded 
as  quite  satisfactory. 

So  far  no  local  branch  of  the  National  Council  for  Combating 
Venereal  Disease  has  been  established  in  Dudley,  but  in  the 
coming  months  it  is  hoped  that  one  will  be  formed  and  thereby 
sustain  interest  in  this  important  social  and  moral  question.  The 
crux  of  the  problem  lies  not  in  the  indiscriminate  dissemination  of 
information  on  Venereal  Diseases  ; efforts  should  be  concentrated 
chiefly  on  helping  and  supplying  information  to  those  who  have 
most  to  do  with  moulding  the  character  of  children,  especially 
parents  and  teachers.  Squeamishness  and  false  modesty  are  no 
excuses  for  shirking  responsibilities  which,  if  properly  shouldered, 
will  save  many  individuals  from  a life  of  misery,  tO'  say  nothing  of 
possible  danger  to  others. 
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V. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

(1) — Midwives’  Ads,  1902  and  1918. 

There  are  18  Midwives  (7  trained,  6 untrained)  who  practice 
in  Dudley,  but  only  5 trained  and  4 untrained  reside  or  resided 
in  the  Borough.  Of  the  trained  Midwives,  4 were  subsidised,  but 
owing  to  changes  during  the  }'ear  only  2 subsidised  Midwaves  w^ere 
practising  at  the  end  of  December,  1920.  Numbers  of  confine- 
ments attended  by  Midwaves  practising  in  the  County  Borough 
of  Dudley  during  the  year  1920  are  given  below  — ■ 


Midwife 

Independent  practice 
(I)  or  Subsidised  by 
by  Local  Autliorily 
(L.  A). 

Number  of 
Confinements 
attended 

Number  of 
times  Medical 
help  sent  for 

TRAINED 

H 

(Cradley  Heath ) 

1 

lO 

3 

S 

LA 

I 17 

19 

w (i) 

1 

1 ! 

1 

57 

— 

E 

(Brierley  Hill) 

I 

4 

— 

W (2) 

LA. 

88 

5 

N 

L.A. 

53 

2 

W (N) 

LA 

2 1 

■ 

p* 

0 

UNTRAINED 

S 

1 

169 

13 

R (i) 

1 

2 1 

2 

W (i) 

1 

I go 

9 

R (2) 

1 

50 

5 

w 

(Old  Hill) 

1 

1 2 

1 

L 

(Cradley  Heath) 

I 

*9 

— 

64 
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Midwife  Wwbb  (Netherlon)  left  the  district  to  take  up  similar 
work  elsewhere  in  June  last.  Midwife  McNish,  appointed  in 
June,  1920,  left  in  November  last.  Both  these  Midwives  were 
trained  and  in  receipt  of  a subsidy  from  the  Local  Authority. 


The  total  number  of  Births  attended  by  Midwives  only  during 
1920  was  811;  the  number  of  cases  where  the  midwife  called 
in  a Doctor  and  sent  the  necessary  Medical  Help  Form  was  04. 
The  causes  for  sending  for  medical  help  were  as  follows  : — 


Difficult  Labour 
Prolonged  Labour 
Ruptured  Perineum 
Post  Partum  Hcemorrhage 
Premature  Birth 
Still  Births 

Ophthalmia  N eonatorum 
x^dherent  Placenta 
High  Temperature 
Placenta  Praevia 
x^Vnte-vPartum  H oemorrhage 
Diarrhoea  and  Vomiting 
Skin  Eruption 
Circumcision 
Nasal  Discharge 
Ear  Discharge 
Illness  of  Midwife 


17 

16 

5 

5 

3 

3 


3 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 
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In  37  cases  a Doctor  has  sent  in  an  account  tO'  the  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  Committee  for  being  called  to  a confinement 
by  a Midwife  ; in  20  of  these  cases  the  Doctor’s  fee  has  been  re- 
paid to  the  Corporation  by  the  people  concerned.  The  gross  cost 
to  the  Committee  was  £52  10s.,  and  the  amount  refunded  by 
parents  totalled  £2^5  6s.  6d.  Ihe  net  cost  to  the  (i'ommittee  for 
the  yem-  being  therefore  £23  3s.  6d. 
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All  Lhc  iMiclwives  practising  in  Dudley  have  been  interviewed 
and  told  tiiat  where  a Doctor  is  called  in  to  a case  the  people 
concerned  are  expected  to  pay  the  Doctor’s  lee,  except  where 
mere  is  poverty. 

On  receipt,  by  the  Health  Department,  of  a notihcation  from 
a Aiiclwife  that  she  has  sent  for  Medical  Help  for  a continement 
case,  a notice  is  sent  to  the  head  of  the  family  pointing  out  that 
he  IS  responsible  lor  tlie  payment  of  the  Doctor’s  fee,  unless  it 
can  be  proved  that  the  parent  is  not  in  a position  tO'  pay.  Sub- 
sequently the  cases  are  visited  by  the  Health  Vhsitor,  who  enquires 
as  to  wliat  has  happened,  and  if  the  case  is  one  of  undoubted 
poverty,  a notice  is  sent  to  the  Doctor  called  in  requesting  him  to 
forward  his  account  to  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Com- 
mittee as  soon  as  possible,  in  order  that  accounts  may  be  kept  up 
to  date. 

Considering  that  Doctors  were  called  in  by  Midwives  in  64 
cases  during  1920,  and  that  only  in  17  cases  was  the  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  Committee  called  upon  to  bear  the  additional 
costs,  the  working  of  this  important  service  is  performed  very 
inexpensively. 

Although  the  condition  of  pregnancy  and  subsequent  confine- 
ment is  of  a physiological  nature,  it  is  liable  frequently  to*  become 
pathological  with  most  serious  consequences.  In  the  latter  cases 
the  provision  of  trained  medical  assistance  in  cases  of  difficult 
labour,  hoemorrhage  and  other  complications,  is  most  necessary 
for  the  sake  of  both  the  present  and  future  health  of  mother  and 
child.  The  provisions  of  the  Midwives’  Act,  1918,  enable  skilled 
medical  assistance  to  be  available  in  all  cases  of  confinement  where 
requisite. 

All  the  trained  and  untrained  Midwifes  practising  in  the 
Borough  were  inspected  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  at  the 
Town  Hall,  and  their  Bags,  Instruments,  Records,  etc.,  examined. 

As  suggested  to  the  Central  Midwives’  Board,  the  provision, 
even  at  this  late  day,  of  some  instruction  in  the  elements  of 
hygiene,  temperature-taking,  pulse-recording,  etc.,  for  untrained 
Midwives,  wonld  be  of  inestimable  use.  The  Medical  Ofiicer  of 
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Health,  when  interviewing  untrained  Midwives,  explains  their 
duties  tO'  them  as  far  as  possible,  but  a short  systematic  course  of 
training  is  much  more  to  be  desired,  and  would  undoubtedly 
stimulate  all  Midwives  toi  practice  more  efficiently. 

One  instance  alone  which  came  to  the  notice  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  when  inspecting  untrained  Midwives,  is  worth 
recording  as  showing  the  necessity  for  adopting  the  suggestions 
outlined.  An  untrained  Midwife  was  asked  if  she  wiped  out  the 
baby’s  eyes  immediately  after  it  was  boTn,  and  replied  that  she 
did  and  used  for  the  purpose  rainwater  “ catched  ” on  Good 
Friday,  as  it  kept  for  years. 

On  se\'eral  other  occasions  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has 
interviewed  Midwives  foe  failing  to  comply  strictly  with  the  rules 
of  the  Central  Midwives’  Board.  The  omissions  brought  to  notice 
were  not  of  a serious  nature,  and  did  not  necessitate  their  being 
reported  to  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee  or  the 
Central  Midwives’  Board. 

During  the  summer  months  it  was  reported  to  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  that  an  individual  (who  was  neither  trained  nor 
certificated)  had  been  practising  Midwifery  for  gain  on  her  own 
responsibility — a procedure  which  is  quite  illegal.  Enquiries  were 
made,  the  alleged  offender  inter^'iewed,  and  the  individuals  on 
whom  she  was  reported  to  have  attended  were  also  questioned. 
Three  mothers  were  thus  seen,  all  ot  whom  resided  in  the  Hut- 
ments, and  in  two'  ot  the  cases  signed  statements  were  obtained 
to  the  effect  that  the  mothers  had  been  attended  throughout  their 
confinements  by  the  person  indicated,  and  that  no  doctor  had  been 
called  in.  The  whole  matter  was  considered  by  the  Maternitv  and 
Child  Welfare  Committee,  and  instructions  were  gi^'en  that  the 
l own  Clerk  and  the  Medical  Oflicer  of  Health  should  see  the 
person  reported  to  have  broken  the  law  and  strongly  impress  upon 
her  the  seriousness  of  the  offence.  The  defence  put  forward  was 
that  a doctor  had  been  sent  for  in  the  beginning  of  the  confine- 
ment, but  had  not  attended  in  one  case  owing  to  illness,  and  in 
the  other  instance  because  of  his  being  out  at  another  important 
(\'ise.  As  the  confinements  subsequently  proceeded  normally  no 
iurther  efforts  to  secure  medical  assistance  were  made  because  of 
tlie  low  state  of  the  family  finances. 


37 


The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  also'  interviewed  two  other 
untrained  and  uncertilicated  women  reported  to  have  been  practis- 
ing- Midwifery  on  their  own.  The  offences  complained  of  were 
strenuously  denied,  and  no  corroborative  evidenee  being'  obtained 
the  matter  dropped. 

149  Routine  and  Special  \4sits  were  paid  to  Midwives  by  the 
hlealth  \4sitors  during  1920. 

\'ery  great  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  hlling  the 
vacancies  occurring  in  the  ranks  ol  the  subsidised  Midwives  in 
Dudley,  the  chief  obstacle  being  the  dilhculty  ol  obtaining  suitable 
housing  or  lodging.  The  Committee  are  fully  alive  to  the  needs 
of  the  situation,  and  have  given  every  support  to  endeavours  made 
U>  obtain  a sufficient  number  of  trained  Mid  wives  for  work  in 
Dudley. 

(2) — Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Work. 

I'he  gift  to  the  Town  of  that  fine  building,  “ The  Firs,”  or, 
as  it  will  be  know-n  in  future.  Sir  George  Bean  Child  Welfare 
Institution,  and  the  establishment  of  the  Child  Welfare  Clinics 
there,  marks  an  epoch  in  the  development  ol  Preventive  Medicine 
in  Dudley.  The  history  as  regards  the  original  conception  of  the 
work  to  be  carried  out  at  the  Institution  is  well  known,  and 
although  circumstances  have  necessitated  an  alteration  in  the 
plans  first  formulated,  1 venture  tO'  submit  the  benefits  to  the 
Town  arising  from  the  work  carried  on  there  at  present  are  no 
less  valuable  in  their  way  than  those  which  would  have  accrued 
Irom  the  establishment  ol  a Maternity  Home.  At  the  same  time, 
the  need  of  a Maternity  Home  is  not  less  urgent  than  it  was 
three  or  lour  years  ago.  The  number  ol  Births  during  1920  was 
higher  than  for  16  years,  added  to  which  there  is  a considerable 
amount  of  unavoidable  overcrowding  in  the  Borough,  and  the 
home  conditions  under  which  some  women  are  confined  are  most 
delelerious  to  the  health  ol  the  mother  and  the  baby.  Instances 
ol  confinements  have  ('ome  to  my  notice  where  perforce  the  only 
ac('oinmodation  for  the  family  for  sleeping,  eating,  washing,  etc., 
has  been  a single  room,  attempts  at  privacy  being  made  by  hang- 
ing a sheet  part  way  across  the  room.  In  one  case  during  the 
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conliiiement  ot  a inoLher,  two  other  members  of  the  family 
(chilureu)  slept  on  the  same  I^ed  as  that  on  which  slie  was  coiifmed. 

Many  pregnant  mothers  living  in  overcrowded  houses  have 
been  urged  to  go  intO'  the  Dudley  Poor  Law  Institution  lor  their 
conhnement,  but  there  is  always  great  aversion  on  the  part  oi 
moLiiers  to  iollowing  such  advice,  and  rarely  can  one  ol  them  be 
persuaded  to  go  to  mat  Institution. 

\ V lien  tne  time  is  ripe  lor  de\  eiopincnt  tnere  conid  be  no 
ijeLLer  project  lor  the  beneht  oi  tne  mhabiLants  oi  the 
oorougii  than  the  establishment  ot  a small  Maternity  PIoIik: 
ijinlt  on  modern  lines.  i'nere  is  ample  room  m tne 
grounds  attached  to  Sir  George  Bean  Child  VVellare 
institution  lor  a small  building  capable  of  meeting  the  needs  ol 
Dudley  in  tiiis  direction  lor  many  years  tO'  come.  The  building 
need  not  be  expensive  either  as  regards  primary  cost  lor  building, 
or  in  upkeep,  and  appropriate  lees  could  be  charged. 

The  question  ol  plans,  etc.,  and  the  probable  cost  ol  pro\  iding 
such  a building  has  received  consideration,  and  a specihcation  and 
estimate  has  been  .submitted  by  a hrm  specialising  in  iron  and 
wood  structures.  It  is  estimated  that  a suitable  building  ol  eight 
beds  or  so,  with  labour  room,  kitchen,  bathroom,  etc.,  could  be 
erected  lor  ^T,400.  This  matter  was  taken  up  before  the  present 
slump  in  trade  became  so  marked,  and  recent  conditions  have 
rendered  it  inadvisable  to  proceed  lurther  for  the  moment. 

Since  the  inauguration  of  the  Baby  Clinics  at  Sir  George 
Bean  Child  VVTlfare  Institution  the  work  has  grown  by  leaps  amd 
bounds.  During  the  year  Sir  George  Bean  generously  undertook 
to  provide  a new  entrance  from  St.  John’s  Road  for  the  use  of 
patients,  and  although  this  necessitated  a slightly  longer  journey 
lor  people  coming  up  Hall  Street,  it  has  had  no  effect  on  the 
attendance.  Three  Child  Welfare  Clinics  and  one  Ante-Natal 
Clinic  are  held  weekly  there. 

At  the  Netherton  Child  Welfare  Clirdc,  held  once  a week  at 
the  Public  Hall,  Netherton,  and  which,  by  the  way,  is  not  so  suit- 
able for  the  work  as  might  be,  particularly  when  there  is  a big 
attendance,  there  were  1,45b  attendances  during  the  year  216 
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being  new  cases.  In  view  of  the  increase  in  the  numbers  attend- 
ing this  Centre,  elforts  lun  e been  made  to  obtain  the  use  of  a more 
suitable  building,  but  so  far  without  success.  If  a suitable  site 
were  available  the  pro\'ision  and  adaption  of  an  Army  hut  for  use 
as  a combined  Child  \\  edare  Centre  and  School  Clinic  would 
merit  consideration,  and  should  not  prove  too  costly. 

ATTENDANCES  AT  THE  WELEARE  CLINICS,  1920. 

!.  Sir  George  Bean  Child  Weliare  Institution  (The  Firs). 

Babies  (New  Cases)  ...  ...  ...  716 

,,  (Old  Cases)  ...  ...  ...  2,836 

Total  ...  ...  ...  3,552 


Ante=Natal  Clinic. 

Mothers  (New^  Cases)  ...  ...  ...  39 

,,  (Old  Cases)  ...  ...  ...  135 

Total  ...  ...  ...  174 


II.  Netherton  Centre  (Public  Hall,  Netherton). 

Babies  (New  Cases)  ...  ...  ...  216 

,,  (Old  Cases)  ...  ...  ...  1,237 

Total 1,453 


III.  Holly  Hall  Centre  (Public  Hall,  Holly  Hall). 

Babies  (New  Cases)  ...  ...  ...  92 

,,  (Old  Cases)  ...  ...  ...  418 

Total  ...  ...  ...  510' 

Allowing  lor  altendanc'es  ol  ('hildren  over  1 yeor  old,  approxi- 
mately halt  the  babies  born  in  the  Borough  have  attended  one  or 
other  of  the  Clinics  during  the  year. 
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As  the  work  carried  out  at  the  Baby  Ciinics  is  not  perfectly 
understood,  a lew  wo^rds  of  explanation  may  be  desirable.  Ihe 
prime  function  of  a Child  Welfare  Centre  is  the  preservation  of 
ctiiiclren’s  and  mothers’  healths.  To'  this  end  individual  and  col- 
lecti\e  instruction  is  given  tO'  Mothers  attending,  with  regard  to 
feeding,  clothing  and  general  hygienic  care  of  infants.  Progress 
notes  are  made  of  e\  erv  case.  A tew  minor  ailments  such  as  sores, 
etc.,  are  treated  where  the  people  obviouly  cannot  afford  a doctor’s 
fee.  Eight  children  were  operated  on  for  Tonsils  and  Adenoids. 
i\ny  serious  cases  attending  are  at  once  sent  home  and  the  Mother 
advised  to  call  in  the  family  doctor  or  take  the  child  to  the  Hos- 
pital ; the  Health  X'isitor  calls  next  day  to  see  that  the  instructions 
gix  en  are  carried  out.  Dried,  milk  is  supplied  at  cost  price  to 
appropriate  cases  after  being  seen  by  the  Doctor  and  after  due 
enquiries  as  to  hnancial  circumstances  of  familyc  This  sale  of 
dried  milk,  although  giving  rise  to  a certain  amount  of  clerical 
work,  is  only^  a small  branch  of  the  activities  of  the  Centre. 
Mention  is  made  elsewhere  of  the  amount  of  dried  milk  issued  free 
during  the  year  in  accordance  with  the  Milk  Order,  1919. 

In  September  a Ladies’  Voluntary  Committee  for  Child 
W elfare  was  formed,  with  representati\ es  from  Dudley,  Netherton 
and  Woodside.  The  Deputy  Mayoress,  Mrs.  T.  W".  Adshead, 
was  unanimously  elected  Chairman  of  this  Committee,  and  Mrs. 
E.  M.  English,  Honorary  Secretary.  The  Committee  has  been 
of  the  greatest  assistance  in  helping  at  the  Clinics,  collecting  funds 
lor  the  establishment  of  a sewing  class,  cutting  out  patterns  for 
baby  garments,  etc.  The  cordial  assistance  of  the  Members  at  all 
the  Centres  has  been  exceedingly  useful  in  the  development  of  this 
pioneer  work.  With  the  growth  of  the  centres  at  Netherton  and 
Woodside,  the  \'oluntary  helpers  have  been  invaluable. 

Seeing  that  so  much  is  attempted  tO'  help'  Alothers  and  to 
rear  a healthy  and  vigorous  child  population,  it  behoves  parents  on 
their  part  to  assist  and  promote  these  efforts  as  far  as  possible.  In 
the  majority  of  cases  no  criticism  at  all  can  be  made  in  this  respect, 
but  unfortunately  in  some  cases,  partly  through  ignorance  and 
partly  through  apathy,  there  is  room  for  improvement.  In  one 
direction  at  all  events',  the  fault  is  capable  of  being  remedied,  viz., 
the  taking  of  infants  to  cinemas  in  the  evenings.  It  is  a common 


sight  to  see  Mothers  with  an  infant  in  her  arms  standing  in  a long 
queue  outside  a cinema  as  late  as  8 o’clock  in  the  evening,  fre- 
quently in  ponring  rain,  and  I have  often  counted  as  many  as  20 
such  in  one  queue.  To  keep  a baby  in  pouring  rain  for  20  minutes 
or  half  an  hour  at  8 o’clock  at  night  and  then  keep  it  in  the  heated 
cinemas  for  another  two  hours,  and  finally  take  it  home  through 
the  cold  air  (frequently  in  the  rain)  at  10  to  11  o’clock  at  night 
is  nothing  less  than  criminal.  Some  proprietors  of  cinemas  do 
not  allow  young  children  to  be  admitted  to  their  evening  enter- 
tainments, and  it  would  be  an  excellent  thing  if  this  procedure 
were  adopted  generally. 

No  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever  or  Acute  Anterior  Poliomyelitis 
were  notified  during  the  year.  Notifications  of  4 cases  of 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  were  received  during  1920.  Three  of  the 
cases  recovered  completely  without  any  damage  to  the  eyes,  the 
remaining  case  recovered  from  the  Ophthalmia.,  but  died  subse- 
quently from  an  extraneous  affection. 

Particulars  of  the  work  of  the  Committee’s  Health  Visitors 
Tire  given  in  attached  tables,  and  it  will  be  obvious  from  the  figures 
alone  that  there  has  been  a considerable  increase  in  this  direction. 
With  the  development  of  the  Clinics,  coupled  with  an  increase  of 
400'  births  over  those  in  1919  a considerable  proportion  of  what 
would  otherwise  have  been  off-duty  time  has  been  devoted  to 
entering  up  records. 
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The  following  tabular  statements  give  a resum^  of  the  work 
performed  by  the  Health  Visitors  during  the  year  : — 

TOWN  AND  K/VTE’S  HILL  DISTRICT  (Nurse  Evans). 


BIRTHS,  1920. 


Births 

Males 

Females 

Total 

By  whom  Notified 

Total 

Live  Births  

536 

530 

1066 

Medical  Practitioners 

450 

Mid  wives 

400 

Reg’istrar 

21  I 

Parents 

3 

Monthly  N urse 

2 

Health  Visitor 

0 

Still-births  

21 

20 

4> 

Medical  Practitioners 

26 

Mid  wives 

T5 

Illegitimate  Children 

15 

32 

32 

(included  above) 

Total 

557 

550 

1 107 

Total 

1 107 

Visits 

No. 

Feeding 

No. 

I 

First  Visits  to  Babies 

927 

Breast  Fed 

817 

2 

Revisits  to  Babies  ... 

1769 

Bottle  Fed 

42 

3 

Visits  over  i year  ... 

2069 

Breast  and  Bottle  Fed  . . 

39 

4 

General  Advice 

336 

Died  shortly  after  Birth 

29 

5 

Visits  to  Midwives  ... 

100 

6 

Measles 

61 

Total 

927 

7 

Revisits  to  Measles 

15 

8 

Ante-Natal  ... 

152 

9 

Revisits  to  Ante-Natal 

80 

10 

House  Inspection  ... 

71 

1 1 

Common  Yards 

55 

12 

Ophthalmia  Cases  ... 

2 

13 

Revisits  to  Ophth.  Cases  ... 

2 

14 

Tuberculosis  Cases 

64 

15 

Revisits  to  Tuber.  Cases... 

89 

16 

Visits  to  Still-births 

4‘ 

17 

Special  Visits 

59 

18 

Visits  to  Blind  People 

32 

Totn! 

5924 
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NETHERTON  AND  WOODSIDE  DISTRICT 
(Nurse  Suiter  and  Nurse  Black'^^ 


BIRTHS,  1920. 


Births 

Males 

Females 

Total 

By  whom  Notifikd 

Total 

Live  Births 

343 

291 

634 

Medical  Practitioners 
Midwives 

Health  Visitor 
Reg^istrar 

Parent  ... 

124 

431 

6 

67 

6 

Still-births  

12 

6 

18 

Medical  Practitioners 
Midwives 

5 

13 

Illegitimate  Children 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

355 

297 

652 

Total 

652 

Visits 

No. 

Feeding 

No. 

I 

First  Visits  to  Babies 

604 

Breast  Fed 

564 

2 

Revisits  to  Babies 

1642 

Bottle  Fed 

18 

3 

Visits  over  i year  ... 

989 

Breast  and  Bottle  Fed 

10 

4 

General  Advice 

1 1 2 

Died  shortly  after  Birth 

12 

5 

Visits  to  Midwives  ... 

49 

6 

Measles 

33 

Total 

604 

7 

Revisits  to  Measles... 

1 T 

8 

Ante-Natal  First  Visits- 

40 

9 

Ante-Natal  Revisits 

34 

10 

House  Inspection  ... 

36 

1 1 

Common  Yards 

17 

1 2 

Ophthalmia  Cases  ... 

I 

13 

Ophthalmia  Revisits 

2 

14 

Tuberculosis... 

52 

15 

Tuberculosis  Revisits 

160 

16 

VTsits  to  Still-births 

18 

17 

Visits  to  Blind  People 

7 

i8 

Special  Visits 

14 

Total 

3821 

* Nurse  Black  succeeded  Nurse  Suiter,  taking  up  duty  in  July,  1920. 
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STILL  BIRTHS. 

59  cases  of  still-birth  were  reported  during  the  year,  41  in 
Dudley  and  18  in  Netherton  and  Woodside.  The  causes  of  still- 
birth are  not  always  easy  to-  ascertain  in  individuial  cases,  but 
there  is  a close  connection  between  still-births  and  infantile 
mortality.  The  same  conditions  which  give  rise  to  still-births 
in  the  case  of  some  women  may  also  be  present  in  other  cases  but 
not  to  a sufficient  degree  tO'  prevent  the  birth  of  a live  child ; how- 
ever, children  thus  born  are  very  weakly,  syphilitic,  or  suffer  from 
some  deformity  and  the  result  is  the  same,  viz.,  loss  of  life. 
Enquiries  into  the  cause  of  all  cases  of  still-birth  are  made  by  the 
Health  Visitors. 

The  follow'ing  table  gives  the  causes  as  far  as  ascertainable 
for  the  still  births  notified 

Accidents  incidental  to  labour  ...  . . ...  18 

Illness  of  or  accident  to  Mother  during  pregnanev  18 
No  definite  cause  ascertained  ...  ...  ...  12 

Adverse  conditions  of  Mother  prior  to  confinement  5 
Syphilis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Weakness  through  too  frequent  pregnancy  ...  2 

Drug-taking  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  work  is  intimately  related  to 
other  subjects  embraced  under  Public  Health  administration,  e.g.. 
Tuberculosis,  Veneral  Diseases,  Infectious  Diseases  generally,  and 
also  especially  to  medical  inspection  and  treatment  of  School 
children.  Before  long,  the  two  principal  services.  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  and  School  Medical,  will  merge  into  one  com- 
bined unit.  Whilst  the  aim  of  both  is  es.sentially  preventative,  it 
is  found  in  practice  that  some  actual  treatment  of  existing  disease 
cannot  be  avoided,  and  the  duties  of  the  Education  Committee  in 
this  respect  are  definitely  laid  down  as  far  as  school  children  are 
concerned. 
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There  is  no  doubt  that  one  of  the  primary  aims 
of  these  services  should  be  that  of  research  into  the 
beginnings  of  disease,  and  to  this  end  the  system  as 
it  is  in  existence  at  the  present  time  requires  elabora- 
tion. It  is  tO'  be  hoped  this  aspect  of  the  question  will  not  be  lost 
sight  of  when  any  changes  are  projected  for  the  improvement  of 
the  medical  services  of  the  country  as  a whole.  A large  proportion 
of  the  money  spent  to-day  in  the  up-keep  of  expensive  institutions 
such  as  Sanatoria,  Asylums,  Workhouse  Hospitals,  could  be  saved 
if  only  all  children  were  given  a fair  chance  in  the  more  early 
stages  of  their  career. 

In  concluding  this  section  of  the  Report  it  may  be  stated  with- 
out exaggeration  that  the  munificence  of  Sir  George  Bean  in  laying 
such  a splendid  foundation  for  the  building  up  of  child  welfare 
work  in  Dudley  will  be  remembered  as  long  as  Dudley  itself. 

The  enthusiasm  of  Councillor  Alex.  Young,  the  Chairman  of 
the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee,  has  been  a most 
inspiring  force  in  helping  to  develop  this  important  branch  of 
Public  Health  work  in  Dudley  and  all  the  members  of  the  Com- 
mittee are  infused  by  corresponding  feelings  with  regard  to  this 
service. 

The  best  thanks  of  the  Committee  are  due  to  the  Deputy 
Mayoress,  the  Secretary,  and  the  members  of  the  Ladies’  Volun- 
tary Committee  for  Dudley,  Netherton  and  Woodside,  whose 
splendid  work,  often  at  considerable  personal  sacrifice,  is  doing  so 
much  for  the  benefit  of  the  child  population  of  the  Borough. 
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VI. 

Sanitary  Administration* 

The  staff  of  the  Sanitary  Department  comprises  a Chief 
Sanitary  Inspector  and  twoi  Assistant  Inspectors,  assisted  by  the 
Caretaker  at  the  Isolation  Hospital,  who  helps  in  disinfection,  and 
a Clerk. 

The  maintenance  of  strict  sanitary  conditions  is  not  an  easy 
thing  these  days ; the  principal  difffciilties  relate  to  overcrowding 
and  the  remedying  of  defective  houses,  the  latter  being  rendered 
especially  difficult  through  the  shortage  of  the  special  kind  of 
craftsmen. 

By  the  exercise  of  considerable  tact  and  circumspection,  how- 
ever, a great  deal  has  been  done  during  the  year  to  remedy  defec- 
tive dwellings,  and  an  account  of  this  is  given  in  another  section 
of  the  Report. 

The  work  of  removal  of  Refuse  and  the  Corporation 
Destructor  both  come  under  the  supervision  of  the  Sanitary  De- 
partment, and  are  also  mentioned  elsewhere. 

HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION. 

The  Borough  Isolation  Hospital  at  Blower’s  Green  comprises 
twO'  main  blocks,  a caretaker’s  house,  disinfecting  block  and 
stables.  The  main  blocks  were  built  to  accommodate  approxi- 
mately 24  patients,  but  owing  to  dilapidations  in  one  block  princi- 
pally through  undermining  and  causing  the  place  to  be  unsafe  for 
use  by  patients,  the  available  accommodation  is  reduced  to  12  beds. 

For  some  years  it  has  been  the  custom  in  Dudley  for  practi- 
cally all  cases  of  infectious  disease  to  be  isolated  and  nursed  in 
their  own  homes.  Up  to  the  present  this  system  has  worked 
satisfactorily,  judged  by  the  relative  inc’dence  of  this  class  ol 
disease  in  Dudley,  as  compared  with  the  frequency  in  other  towns 
of  a like  character,  where  the  majority  of  such  cases  are  removed 
tO’  an  Isolation  Hospital.  As  the  nursing  of  patients  in  Hospital 
is  not  unattended  with  expense,  the  system  has  also  proved 
economical  for  the  Borough.  It  must  be  borne  in  mind,  however, 
that  under  the  present  abnormal  conditions  of  unemployment  and 
overcrowding  there  is  always  a liability  to  outbreaks  of  infectious 
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disease,  and  should  a serious  outbreak  occur  tlie  present  hospital 
accommodation  would  be  taxed  beyond  its  powers.  Further,  with 
the  ( lost  proximity  of  the  new  Corporation  Houses  to  the  Hospital 
the  isolation  of  any  cases  of  small-pox  which  might  occur  in  the 
Borough  would  be  attended  with  considerable  difficulty. 

Prior  to  the  War  I believe  the  Health  Committee  had  under 
c'onsideration  the  building  of  a new  Isolation  Hospital,  and  when 
concl.tions  improve  it  would  be  well  worth  taking  up  the  question 
anew  of  Hospital  accommodation  for  cases  of  infectious  disease 
occurring  in  the  Borough. 

LOCAL  ACTS. 

No  Local  Acts  or  special  Local  Orders  are  in  force  in  the 
district. 

CHEMICAL  AND  BACTERIOLOGICAL  WORK. 

During  1920  the  Municipal  Bacteriological  work  was  carried 
out  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratories,  University  of  Birmingham, 
according  to  an  agreed  tariff  of  charges. 

It  has  been  felt  that  the  unavoidable  delay  in  sending  speci- 
mens to  Birmingham  for  examination  might  prove  deleterious  to 
the  patients  concerned,  and  in  September  last  the  Health  Com- 
mittee sanctioned  the  provision  of  a Bacteriological  Laboratory  at 
“ The  Firs.”  Owing  to  scarcity  of  the  requisite  kind  of  labour  it 
was  not  possible  to  arrange  for  this  laboratory  by  the  end  of  the 
year. 

The  following  is  a list  of  specimens  submitted  for  examination 


during  1920  • 

For  Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

,,  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  42 

,,  Typhoid  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

,,  Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  ...  ...  2 


Total 
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Housing, 


(1)  General  fiousiiig  Conditions. 

large  majority  of  the  houses  in  Dudley  are  such  as  are 
ordinarily  inhabited  by  the  working  classes  ; a good  number  are 
fairl}’  old  and  are  let  at  an  inclusive  rent  which  is  much  below  that 
which  has  to  be  charged  for  the  new  Corporation  Houses  or  indeed 
any  house  erected  since  the  War.  Partly  owing  to  the  configura- 
tion of  the  Borough  there  is  no  very  large  aggregation  of  working 
c'lass  dwellings  such  as  may  be  seen  in  many  industrial  towns. 
\Cr}  few  back-to-back  houses  exist  in  Dudley,  but  there  is  a 
number  of  single  houses  in  w^hich  through  ventilation  is  only 
possible  by  means  of  a small  window  placed  in  the  wall,  opposite 
k>  the  front  door,  generally  upstairs, 

2 (a)  Extent  oi  the  Shortage  of  Houses. 

The  conditions  have  not  varied  materially  since  the  survey  of 
housing  conditions  was  made  in  1919,  and  reported  to  the  Housing 
Commissioner  at  the  end  of  October  ol  that  year. 

Idiis  survey  was  very  complete  in  every  way.  Altogether  it 
was  estimated  that  to-  bring  housing  in  Dudley  up  to  the  proper 
requirements  (and  the  standard  adopted  was  not  by  any  means  a 
low  one)  1,900  new  houses  would  be  required,  149  being  required 
to  re-house  persons  to  be  displaced  by  the  clearance  of  unhealthy 
areas,  751  to  replace  dwellings  considered  unfit  for  human  habita- 
tion and  unable  to  be  made  fit,  and  900  to  replace  the  temporary 
hutments  erected  during  the  war. 
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2 (b).  Measures  taken  to  meet  shortage. 

In  1919‘  the  Corporation  provisionally  sanctioned  a scheme  for 
the  erection  of  1,900  new  houses  in  accordance  with  the  following 
table  : — - 


Period  ending  Midsummer, 

■)  y y y 

y y y y 


1921, 

tO'  pro\  ide.:  395 

house 

1922 

> f 

450 

y y 

1923 

/ y 

535 

1921 

5 > 

550 

y y 

1,9(X) 

Owing  to  difficulties  which  are  well  known  it  has  not  been 
possible  to  adhere  to  this  programme.  By  the  end  of  1920  the 
Corporation  had  erected  44  houses,  all  being  finished  and  in  occu- 
pation. At  the  time  of  writing  contracts  have  been  entered  into 
by  the  Borough  Council  for  the  erection  of  278  houses  and  the 
majority  of  these  are  in  the  course  of  being  built.  4 houses  only 
were  erected  by  private  enterprise  during  the  year.  The  following 
table,  which  has  been  very  kindly  supplied  by  the  Borough  Sur- 
veyor, gives  particulars  of  the  44  Corporation  houses  erected 
during  the  year  : — 


Red  Hill 
Site 

Blower’s 

Green 

Site 

Northfield 

Road 

Site 

Description 

Class  A ... 

I 2 

6 

10 

Living  Room 
and 

3 Bedrooms 

Class  B 

8 

6 

— 

Living  Room, 
Parlour  and 

3 Bedrooms 

Class  B4 

— 

— 

2 

Living  Room, 
Parlour  and 

4 Bedrooms 

20 

1 2 

I 2 

Overcrowding. 

Overcrowding'  to  a certain  extent  has  become  inevitable,  the 
causes  Ireing  growth  ot  population,  paucity  of  new^  housing 
accommodation  in  the  Boirongh  for  several  3^ears  (the  hutments  on 
Brewer}-  Fields  erected  during  the  War  providing  only  temporary 
rebel  in  this  direction),  and  the  falling  out  of  action  of  a number 
of  houses  with  dilapidations  incapable  of’  being  properly  repaired. 
Wdiilst  the  present  housing  shortage  continues  it  is  impossible  to 
deal  effectively  with  o\'ercrowding.  In  the  grosser  cases  of  over- 
crowding brought  tO'  the  notice  of  the  Department  (usually  on 
account  of  the  smaller  houses  being  inhabited  by  more  than  one 
lamily),  ehorts  are  made  to  alleviate  the  condition  by  endea\  our- 
ing  to  move  one  of  the  families  concerned  into  a Corporation 
house  or  invoking  the  aid  of  Miss  Upcott,  secretary  to  the  Ministry 
of  Munitions  Housing  Scheme  in  Dudley,  in  the  direction  of 
placing  at  the  disposal  of  the  family  the  next  vacant  hutment. 

Fitness  of  Houses. 

Fhe  standard  of  htness  of  a proportion  of  some  of  the  lower 
rented  houses  in  the  Borough  is  not  high,  and  frequent  complaints 
are  received  at  the  Health  Office  on  this  account.  Undoubtedly 
the  principal  causes  of  deterioration  of  house  property,  following, 
of  oo'ur'se,  on  several  years  of  comparative  inaction  during  the 
War  period  as  regards  repairs,  are  the  high  cost  and  difficulty  of 
obtaining  the  requisite  labour  and  materials.  These  conditions 
were  especially  marked  during  1920,  and  affected  more  particularly 
the  lower  rented  houses  of  which  Dudley  possesses  more  than 
average  proportion. 

During  the  year  413  Preliminary  Notices  and  260  Statutory 
Notices  were  issued,  the  majoritv  of  them  relating  to  housing 
civiclLs,  oeicL-tive  drains,  etc.  No  legal  action  was  taken  during 
the  year  under  the  Public  Health  yVcts  or  Housing  Acts. 

Apart  from  dilapidations  and  overcrowding,  other  conditions 
such  as  water  supply,  refuse  disposal,  closet  accommodation,  etc., 
are  on  the  whole  satisfactory. 
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There  are  now  only  344  houses  in  the  Borough  with  pri\  y 
middens,  and  these  are  situated  in  out-lying  portions  of  the 
district,  a long  way  from  sewers. 

Unhealthy  Area. 

4Te  Birmingham  Street  area  was  represented  as  unliealthy 
during  1919.  Its  acreage  is  approximately  4^  acres,  the  number 
of  untit  houses  149  and  the  approximate  population  727. 

44ie  Council  have  not  been  able  to  proceed  further  with  the 
matter  on  account  of  lack  of  accommodation  for  the  persons  to 
be  displaced, 

Bye=Laws. 

Bye-laws  relating  tO'  new  streets  and  buildings,  which  had  been 
in  force  since  190b,  were  repealed  on  the  confirmation  by  the  Local 
Government  Board  in  1917  ol  newer  and  more  up-to-date  bye-laws 
relating  to  the  same  matters. 


COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  DUDLEY. 


HOUSING  CONDITIONS. 
Statistics. 

Year  Ending  31st  December,  1920, 

1.  GENERAL. 


(1)  Estimated  population  ...  ...  ...  ...  56,169 

(2)  General  death-rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  14.77 

(6)  Death-rate  from  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  .69 

(4)  Infantile  mortality  ...  ...  ...  ...  106.4 


(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  of  all  classes  ...  12,040 

(6)  Number  of  working-class  dwelling  houses  ...  10,700 

(7)  Number  of  new  working-class  houses  erected  44 

2.  UNFIT  DWELLING  HOUSES. 

1.  Inspection.  Nil. 

(The  Housing  Survey  in  1919  was  regarded  to 
be  so  complete  that  no  routine  inspections 
under  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts 
were  considered  necessary  during  1920'.) 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  without  service  of  formal 
notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  *Nil. 

3.  Action  under  statutory  powers. 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Section  28  of  the 

Housing,  Town  Planning,  etc.,  Act,  1919  Nil. 

{h)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  ...  Nil. 

*j\linor  defects  remedied  not  included. 


(fj  Proceeding's  under  Sections  17  and  18  of 
the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  etc.,  Ac', 

1909  Nil. 

3.  Unhealthy  Areas. 

1.  Area  represented  to  the  Local  Authority  with 
a view  to  Improvement  Scheme  under  (a). 

Part  I.,  or  (b).  Part  II.,  of  the  Act  of  1890  : — 

(1)  Name  of  Area  ... 

(2.)  Acreage 

(b)  Number  ol  working-class  houses  in  area 

(1)  Number  of  working-class  persons  to 
be  displaced 

2.  Number  ot  houses  not  complying  with  the 
building  bye-laws  erected  with  consent  ol 
Local  Authority  under  Section  25  of  the 
Housing,  Town  Planning,  etc..  Act,  1919  ...  Nil. 

3.  Staff  engaged  on  housing  work  in  Dudley  comprises  : — 

1.  Borough  Engineer  acts  as  Housing  Director. 

2.  Deputy  Borough  Engineer. 

3.  Deputy  Housing  Director. 

1.  Architectural  Assistant. 

5.  Two  Engineering  Assistants. 


Birmingham 

Street. 

149 

727 


In  conclusion  I should  like  to  express  to  the  Council  and  the 
Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee  my  best  thanks 
for  their  in\aluable  support  and  kind  consideration  extended  to 
me  during-  my  term  of  office. 

I am  also  greatly  indebted  to  the  Town  Clerk,  Bo'rough  Sur- 
\ eyor,  Borough  Accountant  and  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr. 
F.  Atkinson,  for  their  cordial  assistance  and  co-operatio-n  during 
the  year. 

The  Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Dr.  H.  Smith,  the 
Health  Visitors  (Nurse  Evans  and  Nurse  Black)  and  Miss  Tom- 
linson, the  Lady  Clerk,  have  all  rendered  invaluable  help  in  the 
work  of  the  Department. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant. 


June,  1921. 


W.  SCARISBRICK. 
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V.  DEATHS  AT  VARIOUS  AGE  PERIODS. 

The  subjoined  table  gives  the  Deaths  at  various  age  periods  tor  the  last  fourteen  years. 
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TABLE  VI 


Factories,  Workshops,  Laundries,  Workplaces  and 

Home  Work. 

L— INSPECTION. 


Iiicliidmg  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspector  or  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


Number  of 

i*  REMISES 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Prose- 

cutions 

Factories 

(including  Factory  Laundries) 

59 

23 

... 

Workshops  ... 

(including  Workshop  Laundries) 

1,044 

9 

... 

Workplaces... 

(other  than  Outworkers’  premises 
included  in  Part  3 of  this  Report) 

• « • 

Total 

1,103 

32 

... 

2.— DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Number  of  Defects 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

Prosecui 

tious 

Nuuances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

Want  of  Ventilation 

Overcrowding 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors 

Other  nuisances 

c f insufficient 

Sanitary  accommo-  i 

T . • ■ unsuitable  or  detective 

! not  separate  tor  sexes 

8 

8 

7 

4 

8 

4 

2 

3 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act : — 
Illegal  occupation  of  underground  bakehouse 
W lOl)  

Breach  of  special  sanitary  requirements  for  bake- 
houses (ss.  97  to  100) 

1 

1 

Other  offences  ... 

(excluding  offences  relating  to  outwork  which 
are  included  in  Part  3 of  this  Report) 

• ‘ • 

•• 

... 

Total 

28 

18 

... 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THK 

CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1920. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 


Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  my  Seventeenth  Annual  Report  and  Summary 
of  work  done  in  my  Department  during  the  year  ending  31, st 
December,  1920. 

SUMMARY  OF  WORK  CARRIED  OUT. 


Houses  provided  with  proper  Water  Closets 
Houses  provided  with  proper  Drainage  ...  ...  ^ 

Water  Closets  or  Drains  cleansed,  repaired,  or  recon- 
structed 

Accumulation  of  Manure,  etc.,  removed 

Nuisance  arising  from  keeping  Swine  or  Fowl  (abated)  ... 

Proper  Manure  Bin  provided  or  repaired  ... 

Ashes,  accommodation  provided 

Dilapidated  Privies  or  Ashpits  rebuilt,  repaired  or  abolished 

Cases  of  Overcrowding  dealt  with 

Bakehouse  limewashed 

Workships  cleansed  and  limewashed 

Workshops  repaired 

Slaughter  House  cleansed  and  limewashed  ... 
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Sanitai}'  Conveniences  in  Factories  or  Workshops:— 
New  provided 
Repaired 
Cleansed 

Separate  Accommodation  for  Females  provided 

Washhouses  rebuilt,  repaired  or  new  sinks  provided 
Dwelling  Houses  repaired 
Dwelling  Houses  cleansed 

Houses  provided  with  Spouting  (where  a nuisance) 
Houses  provided  with  sufficient  Water  wSupply 
Yard  Paving  relaid  or  repaired 
Miscellaneous  nuisances  abated 
Preliminary  Notices  issued 
Statutory  Notices  issued 


4 

2 

4 

3 

15 

90 


85 

13 

8 


3 


5 


413 
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FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACT,  1901. 

There  are  at  present  499  Workshops  on  the  Register,  includ- 
ing 58  bakehouses.  During  the  year  1,044  visits  of  inspection 
were  made,  and  several  minor  defects  were  remedied  upon  the 
occupierhs  notice  being  called  thereto. 

Twenty  Notices  of  Occupation  ” were  received  from  H.M. 
Inspector  of  Factories,  and  after  verification  were  added  to  the 
Register. 

During  the  year  I received  28  complaints  from  H.M.  Inspector 
of  Factories  with  respect  to  defects  or  defaults  in  Factories  and 
Workshops,  of  which  number  thirteen  were  remedied,  and  of  the 
remainder,  ten  were  in  hand  at  the  close  of  the  year,  and  in  five 
cases  the  matters  complained  of  were  on  investigation  not  dealt 
with. 

“ ^Separate  Sanitary  Conveniences  ” for  females  were  provided 
in  three  cases,  “New  Conveniences’’  provided  in  four  cases,  in 
two  cases  the  conveniences  were  repaired  or  reconstructed,  and 
in  four  cases  it  was  necessary  to  take  action  on  account  of  the 
dirtv  condition. 


65 


Workshops  were  cleansed  and  limewashed  in  three  cases,  and 
one  Bakehouse  limewashed  after  notice  had  been  issued  to  the 
occupiers. 


OUTWORKERS. 

During  the  year  31  lists  ol  Outworkers  have  been  received 
from  Employers,  containing  47b  names  and  addresses,  270  of 
which  were  outside  the  Borough  of  Dudley.  The  names  and 
addresses  of  those  persons  living  outside  the  Borough  were  for- 
warded to  the  respective  Councils  of  the  Districts  in  which  the}' 
resided.  Ten  lists  of  Outworkers  qontaining  27  names  and 
addresses  of  persons  residing  within  the  Borough  were  received 
Irom  other  Councils,  making  a total  ot  500  Outworkers  dealt  with. 
105  visits  were  paid  to  Outworkers’  premises,  and  Employers 
were  cautioned  in  30  cases  for  not  sending  in  their  lists  ol  Out- 
workers as  required  by  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act. 

One  case  of  Infectious  Disease  was  reported  from  premises 
ol  an  Outworker,  which  was  dealt  with  by  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health. 


The  following  is  a list  of  Trades  carried 

in  the  Worksho*] 

Joinery 

7 

Art  Metal 

0 

Umbrella 

Bellows 

1 

Gas  Fittings 

I 

Galvanizing 

Dress  and  Millinery 

53 

Paints,  etc. 

2 

F'enders 

Ashpans,  etc. 

3 

Breeze  Making 

9 

Tea  Packing 

Boots 

24 

Rivets 

1 

Chain 

Tailoring' 

46 

Fellmonger 

2 

Nails 

Wheelwright 

5 

Jeweller 

2 

Rope  and  Tents 

Knitting 

2 

Blacksmith 

1 1 

Basket  Making 

Picture  Frames 

2 

Upholsterer 

I 

Sadxilers 

Plumbers 

j 

Polishing 

1 

Bottling 

Cycles 

2 

Drugs 

2 

Cabinet  Making 

Currier 

I 

Dyeing 

I 

Boat  Building 

Sugar  Boiling 

2 

Carriages  ... 

2 

Carpenters  . . . 

Crates 

2 

Tinware 

I 

Sheet  Iron  . 

Staples 

2 

Clog  Making 

1 

Builders 

Printing 

1 

Scales  and  Weights 

2 

Cooper 

Marine  Stores 

2 

Electrician  .. 

I 

Bakers 

Chemicals  ... 

2 

Stone  Breaking  ... 

2 

1 

2 

J 

I 

I41 

61 

J 

I 


1 

58 
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COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

There  are  at  present  13  Registered  Common  Lodging  Houses 
within  the  Borough,  accommodating  257  persons. 

During  the  year  ending  December  31st,  192i0*,  592  inspections 
were  made  of  these  houses,  and  minor  defects  remedied  upon 
attention  being  called  to  the  same. 

In  two  cases  it  was  necessary  to  take  action  with  respect  to 
the  toul  condition  ol  drains,  both  of  which  were  remedied  ; and  in 
two  further  instances  wKere  the  general  condition  was  defective, 
of  which  one  was  in  hand  at  the  close  of  the  year. 

During  the  year  no  Lodging  House  was  transferred,  but  5 
applications  for  re-registration  were  granted. 

There  are  now  six  Common  Lodging  Houses  which  are  regis- 
tered only  from,  year  to  year. 

One  Common  Lodging  House  was  closed  during  the  year. 

Ail  the  houses  are  visited  weekly.  Bye-laws  are  posted  in  each 
kitchen,  Bedrooms  are  ticketed  showing  the  maximum  of  lodgers 
to  be  aocommodated,  Floors  swept  daily  and  washed  weekly,  and 
the  whole  premises  limewashed  throughout  at  least  twice  during 
the  year. 

Most  of  the  Common  Lodging  Houses  are  kept  in  excellent 
condition  as  regards  general  cleanliness,  while  others  which 
accommodate  the  worst  type  of  lorlger,  are  not  what  one  would 
wish,  the  conditions  existing  being  largely  due  to  the  filthy  habits 
and  vermilions  state  of  the  lodgers. 

During  the  past  year  no  case  of  Infectious  Disease  was  noti- 
fied from  any  Common  Lodging  House  within  the  Borough. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSE  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION. 

There  are  14  “ Registered  ” and  10  “ Licensed  ” Slaughter 
Houses  within  the  Borough,  all  of  wdiich  are  kept  under  observa- 
tion. One  slaughter  house  is  at  present  unoccupied. 

During  the  year  10  applications  for  renewal  of  licence  were 
granted  and  3 notices  of  Transfers  with  respect  to  registered 
slaughter  houses  were  reported. 
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The  Slaughter  Houses,  Markets  and  Shops  where  food  is  sold 
luo'e  been  regularly  visited. 

cows,  1 calf,  7 pigs,  oDOlbs.  beet  and  mutton,  71  hams, 
lllbs.  of  bacon,  and  a quantity  of  organs  and  offal  were  sur- 
rendered to  your  Inspector  as  being  unfit  for  human  food  and 
destroyed.  Large  quantities  of  unsound  fruit,  fish  and  miscel- 
laneous tinned  goods  have  also  been  destroyed  after  previous 
surrender. 

The  inspection  of  meat  will  always  be  extremely  difficult 
until  all  private  slaughter  houses  are  abolished  and  Public 
Abattoirs  are  universal. 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  AND  MILKSHOPS. 

There  are  88  cowkeepers  (who'  also  act  as  milksellers)  and  78 
milksellers  on  the  register.  The  approximate  number  of  cows 
kept  within  the  Borough  being  306. 

All  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  have  been  visited  at  least  twice 
during  the  year,  and  any  defects  existing  have  been  remedied  on 
the  attention  of  the  occupier  being  called  tOi  same. 

There  are  a number  of  wooden  cowsheds  still  existing, 
which  are  far  from  satisfactory ; and  at  times  would  be  over- 
crowded if  the  proper  cubic  capacity  of  800  feet  for  each  cow  was 
insisted  upon. 

I should  be  pleased  to  see  a further  increase  in  the  number  of 
Milkshops  where  only  Milk  which  has  been  previously  bottled  at 
the  Dairy  is  sold. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  AND  DISINFECTION. 

All  cases  of  , Infectious  Diseasej  have  beien  visited,  and  a 
printed  copy  of  your  Medical  Officer’s  instructions  left  at  each 
house.  Infected  bedding  and  clothing  have  been  removed  to  the 
Borough  Hospital  and  steamed,  disinfected  and  the  infected  rooms 
sprayed  with  disinfectants  and  fumigated. 

During  the  year  103  beds,  88  bolsters,  162  pillows,  76 
blankets,  185  sheets,  64  counterpanes,  and  a quantity  of  miscel- 
laneous clothing,  carpets  and  curtains  were  removed  to  the 
Hospital  for  disinfection. 
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DESTRUCTIVE  INSECTS  AND  PESTS  ACT. 

At  the  suggestion  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  1 was  ap- 
pointed under  the  above  Act,  as  Local  Inspector,  for  tlie  purpose 
of  the  American  Gooseberry  Mildew  (Fruit  Order),  1912,  and  the 
Whart  Disease  of  Potato  Order, 

During  the  season  various  posters  and  leaflets  have  been 
Irom  time  to  time  distributed,  such  as  Infected  Area  Wart 
Disease  Posters,  Scottish  Seed  Potatoes  Order,  Sih  er  Leaf  Order, 
etc. 

No  disease  has  occurred  within  the  Borough  during  the  year 
ended  December  blst,  1920. 

CANAL  BOAT  INSPECTION. 

During  the  year  ending  hist  December,  1920,  periodical 
inspections  have  been  made  ol  the  boats  passing  through  this  dis- 
trict, the  number  of  boats  inspected  being  10,  The  infringements 
of  the  Acts  and  Regulations  discovered  and  dealt  with  were  as 
follows  ; — 

No  Certificate  on  board  ...  ...  ...  1 

One  Infringement  on  one  boat. 

No  case  of  Infectious  Disease  has  ben  reported  on  any  boat; 
there  has  not  been  any  necessity  to  detain  a single  boat  for  dis- 
infection or  clean-sing,  nor  have  any  legal  proceedings  been  taken 
under  the  Canal  Boats  Acts. 

CONVERSION  OF  PRIVY  MIDDENS. 

During  the  past  year  four  dwelling  houses  were  provided  with 
water  closets,  where  the  accommodation  was  found  to  be  insufh- 
cienl,  in  consequence  of  action  taken  by  your  Committee.  This 
makes  a total  ol  (>,929  dwelling-houses  pVovided  with  water 
I'losets  during  the  past  seventeen  yeai''s. 

There  are  within  the  Borough  (approximately)  12,006  dwelling 
houses,  of  which  only  844  are  supplied  with  privy  middens,  and 
881  hutments  and  several  hostels  built  by  the  Ministry  of 
Munitions. 
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DESTRUCTOR. 

During  liie  year  ending  December  81  st,  1980,  2,708  ioads  of 
ashpit  and  dust  bin  refuse,  270  loads  of  trade  refuse,  1,400  tubs 
of  fish  offal,  10  loads  of  butcher’s  offal,  191  loiids  of  fruiterer’s 
refuse,  208  loads  of  market  garbage,  2 cows,  1 calf,  7 pigs,  01 
dogs,  5901)3s.  beef  and  mutton,  and  a large  amount  of  ham,  bacon, 
and  miscellaneous  hsh,  fruit  and  tinned  goods,  which  had  been 
seized  or  surrendered,  was  burnt  in  the  Destructor. 

The  steam  from  this  refuse  is  utilised  for  driving  the 
machinery  connected  with  the  4ar  Macadam  plant.  The  old  tins 
are  sorted  from  the  refuse  and  sold. 

There  has  not  been  anv  complaint  as  regards  nuisance  arising 
from  the  Destructor. 

HOUSING,  TOWN  PLANNING,  &€.,  ACTS. 

Owing  to  the  existing  conditions  there  has  been  very  little 
work  done  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regula- 
tions, 1910,  and  no  houses  have  been  clo'sed. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT. 

1 beg  to  report  as  follows  with  regard  to  the  work  carried 
out  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  during  the  year  ended 
December  81st,  1920'. 

During  the  year  107  samples,  consisting  of  16  articles,  were 
taken  by  me  for  Analysis.  Of  these,  8 samples  were  adulterated 
as  undermentioned  : — 

1.  — New  Milk.  11%  added  water.  Official.  Vendor  fined 

and  lO's.  6d.  Analyst’s  fee. 

2.  — New  Milk.  8%  added  water.  Official.  Vendor 

cautioned. 

8. — New  Milk.  Deficient  of  4%  of  its  natural  fats.  Official. 

Vendor  cautioned. 
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Of  the  28  samples  ol  New  Milk  submitted  to  yoor  x^nalyst,  3 
were  found  to  be  adulterated.  In  one  case  there  was  found  to 
be  3 per  cent,  of  added  water,  and  other  one  was  found  to  be  deh- 
cient  O'f  4 per  cent,  of  its  natural  fats.  No  proceedings  were  taken 
in  these  cases.  In  one  case  where  the  milk  was  certihed  to  con- 
tain 11%  of  added  water  the  \'endor  was  prosecuted  and  hned  %’5 
and  ID'S.  (id.  Analyst’s  fee. 

With  these  three  exceptions  all  samples  were  found  to  be 
genuine  and  free  from  preservatives. 

The  South  Staffordshire  water  has  been  chemically  analysed 
three  times  and  once  a bacteriological  examination  was  made ; in 
all  cases  the  waters  were  found  to  be  of  a high  degree  of  purity  and 
satisfactory  for  drinking  purposes. 

Samples  taken  for  Analysis  ; — 


4 

Butter 

i8 

Pepper 

28 

New  Milk. 

I 

Self  Raising  Flour- 

7 

Baking^  Powder 

20 

Coffee 

I 

Camphorated  Oil 

2 

Custard  Powder 

1 

Carbonate  of  Magnesia 

I 

Citrate  of  Magnesia 

8 

Margarine 

2 

Epsom  Salts 

3 

Tea 

9 

Condensed  Milk 

1 

Lard 

I 

Tinned  Tomatoes 

GENERAL  REMARKS. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  “ Summary  of  Work  carried  out  ” at 
the  beginning  of  the  Report,  that  623  Notices  have  been  served 
during  the  past  year,  and  that  four  houses  were  provided  with 
water  closets. 

There  are  now  only  about  344  houses  with  privy  middens, 
practically  all  of  which  are  in  the  outlying  districts  where  there 
are  no  sewers. 

Owing  to  the  present  conditions  it  has  been  impossible  to 
carry  out  work  as  usual,  and  on  the  instructions  of  your  Committee 
every  allowance  has  been  made  where  work  could  stand  over. 
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There  is  a decided  shortage  of  houses  within  the  Borough, 
and  where  notices  have  been  served  in  cases  ot  overcrowding 
there  has  been  great  difficulty  in  the  occupants  finding  other 
houses. 

In  concluding  my  Seventeeth  Annual  Report,  1 again  wish  to 
express  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health 
Committee  lor  their  continued  confidence,  to  acknowledge  assis- 
tance received  Irom  the  Officials  in  the  other  departments,  and  to 
thank  the  Stall  of  the  Sanitary  Department  for  their  loyal 
co-operation , 

1 remain,  Mr,  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

\ ours  obediently, 

FRED  ATKINSON,  M.S.I.A., 

Cert.  R,  San.  Inst., 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector, 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

ON 

HOUSE  REFUSE  REMOVAL 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1920, 


To  the.  Chairman  and  Memhers  of  the  Team  Committee. 
Gentlemen, 

1 beg  to  lay  before  you  my  Report  on  House  Refuse  Removal 
for  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1920. 

HORSES. 

The  number  of  horses  kept  for  the  collection  of  dust  bin 
refuse  in  the  Borough  is  six. 

CARTS. 

The  number  of  carts  used  in  the  Sanitary  Department  is 
thirteen,  including  six  used  by  the  Contractor,  of  which  four  are 
covered  with  a light  tarpaulin  sheet,  which  method  has  proved 
very  satisfactory. 

COLLECTION  OF  REFUSE. 

vSix  teams  are  wholly  employed  with  the  co'llection  of  dust  bin 
refuse  throughout  the  Borough,  which  is  carried  out  by  the 
Corporation  workmen. 
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The  collection  is  carried  out  weekly,  and  all  the  principal 
streets  receive  bi-weekly  attention. 


rhe  ashpits  in  the  whole  of  the  Borough  are  dealt  with  by 
contract. 


Herewith  is  a summary  of  work  carried  out  : — 


Town  and  Kate’s  Hill 

Netherton 

WOODSIDE 

Ashpits  emptied 
during  the  year 
ending 

Dec.  31st,  1920 

Dust  Bins 

emptied 
once  or  twice 
weekly, 

Dec.  31st,  1920 

Ashpits  emptied 
during  the  year 
ending 

Dec.  31st,  1920 

Dust  Bins 
emptied 
weekly 

Dec.  31st,  1920 

Ashpits  emptied 
during  the  year 
ending 

Dec.  31st,  1920 

I3ust  Bins 
emptied 
weekly, 

Dec.  31st,  1920 

6,019 

3.357 

3.572 

899 

1277 

679 

The  number  of  loads  removed  during  the  year  from  dust  bins 
by  Corporation  workmen  were  12,075.  In  addition  to  the  above 
refuse,  1,287  loads  of  clinker  were  removed  from  the  Destructor 
during  the  year  ended  December  31st,  1920'. 


REMARKS. 

During  the  year  there  has  been  an  increase  in  the  number 
of  dust  bins,  90  additional  ones  having  been  added  to  the  lists. 

The  collection  of  dust  bin  refuse  carried  out  by  Corporation 
workmen  is  I think  preferable  to  putting  out  to  contract,  as  it  can 
be  more  efficiently  supervised,  while  the  ashpits  are  suocessfully 
dealt  with  by  contract,  the  present  Contractor  carrying  out  his 
duties  very  well  indeed. 

There  is  now  very  little  nuisance  caused  by  the  removal  of 
House  Refuse,  owing  to  the  progressive  policy  of  the  Health  Com- 
mittee with  regard  to  the  abolition  of  the  old  privy  midden. 
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In  conclusion  I wish  to*  be  permitted  to  again  thank  the 
Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Team  Committee  for  their  support 
during  the  past  year. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

FRED  ATKINSON,  M.S.I.A., 

Cert.  R.  San.  Inst., 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


V 


■ nv 


:;'v  •• . 

f iv  ..'  ' 

- ‘ - V.  '**- 


■ < 


'i 


i 


't' . 


/ ' .'v 


•r?‘. 


.iH- 


4 ^ 

'f 


.n- 


•V  ■ '•j''*-!/ 


li?  S?‘lv- 


. ■ . ; 


w. 


h 


V * v<".a4rj’ 


t V 


jA  *•, '., 


“'■  • ^‘’^'j'lJIli:'"  S'-: 
Sf,';  ■ 


y'-'-. 
" ■ - 


. . '■  ■ ■ ■;  "^  ■ «■ 


V .■-  '^>-. 


r ‘ -*1. 


'-7 

S;V.^.4J,yjS  7- 


\ 


' 


"i; 


. x - 


777'  “51 


■ • :N 


f 

i. 


1.1^' 


f . ' 


vr^ 


'■'IvAlA'  ' i'  7v.'A 


, A^'iS 


1 1 -,,  ».  ■ i’ . 

Pf_»  -*r27  • -Bg;**:' 

i:- 


'^'JiaJM  , 


l'^■■\'  (l>i 


;7  ^ 


